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SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Monpay, December 5, 1859. 


Tus being the day prescribed by the Consti- 
tution of the United States for the meeting of Con- 
gress, the Senators assembled in the Senate Cham- 
ber, at twelve o’clock, m. The Senate is thus 
constituted: 


Names of Senators, with the expiration of the term of ser- 
vice of each. Democrats (37) in Roman, Republicans (24) 
in Etalic, and Americans (2) in Small Capitals, Vacancies 
(3.)—Total 66. 

Joun C. Breckinripes, Vice President of the United 

States and President of the Senate. 
Secretary—Aspury DICKINs. 


MAINE. MISSISSIPPI. 
Hannibal Hamlin, .....1863 
William P. Fessenden. .1865 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Daniel Clark... .....+++-1861 
John P. Hale... +«. 1865 

VERMONT. 

Jacob Coliamer ........1861 
Solomon Foot .....4 +... 1863 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Charles Sumner........ 1863 
Henry Wilson... + +00 1865 
RHODE ISLAND. 
James F. Simmons. ..., 1863 
Henry B. Anthony......1855 
CONNECTICUT. 
Lafayette S. Foster.....1861 
James Dixon «+ +- 1863 
NEW YORK. 
William H. Seward....1861 
Preston King..........1863 
NEW JERSEY. 

John R. Thomson......1863 
John C. Ten Eyck......1865 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
William Bigler.........1861 
Simon Cameron........1863 
DELAWARE. 
James A. Bayard ......1863 
Willard Saulsbury......1865 
MARYLAND. 
James A. Pearce.......1861 
Anrnony Kennepy.... 1863 
VIRGINIA. 

James M. Mason.......1863 
Robert M. T’. Hunter....1865 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Thomas L. Clingman..1861 


Albert G. Brown....... 


LOUISIANA. 


John Slidell..... -. 1861 


ONTO. 


George E. Pugh........ 1861 


KENTUCKY. 
Joun J. Crittenden... 1861 
Lazarus W. Powell.. 


TENNESSEE. 


INDIANA. 


ILLINOIS. 


MISSOURI. 


ARKANSAS. 


MICHIGAN. 


Kinsley S. Bingham.. 


FLORIDA. 
David L. Yulee... 


TEXAS. 


Vacancy ...... 


IOWA. 


James Harlan..... » ie 


Thomas Bragg.........1865 | James W. Grimes......1865 
SOUTH CAROLINA. WISCONSIN. 
James H. Hammond... 1861 | Charles Durkee........1861 
James Chesnut, jr......1865 | James R. Doolittle... ..1863 
GEORGIA. CALIFORNIA. 
Alfred Iverson.........1861 | William M. Gwin......1861 
Robert Toombs ........1865 | Henry P. Haun....... -. 1863 
ALABAMA. MINNESOTA. 
Benjamin Fitzpatrick..1861 | Henry M. Rice...... «» 1863 
Clement C. Clay, jr....1865) Vacancy.........0.6+++1865 


OREGON, 


Joseph Lane. ..........1861 | Vacunicy.........0-+...1865 


All the Senators were present except Mr. Sew- 
r. Toomsps, Mr. Cuay, 


arp, Mr. Hammonpn, 


Mr. Prrzparricn, Mr. Bensamux, Mr. Jomnson 
of Arkansas, Mr. Sepastiax, Mr. Pox, Mr. 


1 


Missing numbers will be sent to | 
subseribers for three cents a number, containing sixteen || 


Jefferson Davis........1863 
1865 


Judah P. Benjamin .... 1865 
Benjamin F. Wade ....1863 


. 1865 


Andrew Johnson.,.....1863 
A. O. P. Nicholson..... 1865 


Graham N. Fitch....... 1861 
Jesse D. Bright ........1853 


Lyman Trumbull.......1861 
Stephen A. Douglas....1865 


James S. Green........ 1861 
Trusten Polk..........1863 


Robert W. Johnson.... 1861 
William K. Sebastian. .1865 


Zachariah Chandler ....1863 
- 1865 


ooeee L861 
Stephen R. Mallory ....1863 


. 1863 
John W. Hemphill.....1865 


.. 1861 
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CREDENTIALS. 


Prayer by Rev. P. D. Gurtey, D. D. 


i 
| 
j 
j 
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Mr. THOMSON presented the credentials of || 


Hon. Joun C. Tren Eyck, chosen by the Legisla- || 


ture of New Jersey a Senator from that State, for 
the term of six years from the 4th day of March, 
1859; which were read, and the oath prescribed 
by law having been administered to Mr. Ten 


| Eyck, he took his seat in the Senate. 


Mr. GWIMN presented the credentials‘of Hon. | 


| 


Henry P. Havn, appointed by the Governor of 
California a Senator from that State to fill, until 
the next session of the Legislature, the ag sete | 


| occasioned by the death of Hon. David C. Brod- 
| erick; which were read, and the oath prescribed | 
| by law having been administered to Mr. Haun, 


he took his seat in the Senate. 
INVASION OF HARPER’S FERRY. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I desire to offer 


information. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That a coinmittee be appointed to inquire into 
the facts attending the late invasion and seizure of the arm- 
ory and arsenal of the United States at Harper’s Ferry, 


a resolution; and I ask that it may be read 7 


in Virginia, by a band of armed men, and report whether | 


the same was attended by armed resistance to the authori- 
ties and public foree of the United States, and by the mur- 
der of any of the citizens of Virginia, or of any troops sent 
there to protect the public property ; whether such invasion 
and seizure Was made under color of any organization in- 
tended to subvert the government of any of the States of 


the Union; what was the character and extent of such or- | 


ganization ; and whether any citizens of the United States, 
not present, were implicated therein, or accessory thereto, 
by contribuiions of money, arms, munitions, or otherwise ; 


what was the character and extent of the military equip- | 


ment in the hands, or under the control, of said armed band, 
and where and how and when the same was obtained 
and transported to the place so invaded. And that said 


committee report whether any and what Icgisiation may, | 


in their opinion, be necessary, on the part of the United 
States, for the future preservation of the peace of the coun- 


try, or for the safety of the public property; and that said | 


committee have power to send for persons 


Mr. MASON. 


and papers. 


in the meantime, it may be printed. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


adding that the same inquiry be made in regard 
to the seizure of the arsenal at Liberty, in the 
State of Missouri. 
The resolution lies over, under the rules. 
ORGANIZATION. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary inform,the House of Rep- 


resentatives that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, 
and that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of three mem- 
bers, be appointed to join such committee as may be ap- 
vointed by the House of Representatives, to wait on the 
*resident of the United States and inform him that a 
quorum of each House has assembled, and that Congress is 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased 
to make. 


Messrs. Stiwett, Foor, and Tuomson were 
appointed the committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate, 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. BIGLER submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Ordered, That the hour of meeting of the Senate be 
twelve o’clock, noon, until otherwise ordered. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. GWIWN gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the Presi- 
dent to contract for the transportation of the 
mails, troops, seamen, munitions of war, Army 
and Navy supplies, and all other Government ser- 





Mr. President, I desire | 
to give notice that, when that resolution comes | 
up for consideration, I shall move to amend it by | 


{ 
} 


| 


Se ea anna 





Mr. President, I shall ask the | 
Senate to consider that resolution to-morrow; and, 


} 
| 
| 
} 


~~ 


| 
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es 


|| vice, by railroad, from the Missouri river to San 
Francisco. 


On motion of 


Mr. IVERSON, the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 5, 1859. 
The House consists of two hundred and thirty- 


|| seven Members, and five Territorial Delegates. 
The Delegates have no vote. 
in Italic; Democrats (101) in Roman; Americans 
(26) ia small capitals; and Whig (1)in Roman 
spaced, 


Republicans (109) 


MAINE. 

|| Dist. Dist. 
1. Daniel E. Somes, 4. Freeman H. Morse, 
9 


. John J. Perry, 5. Israel Washburn, jr., 


3. Ezra B. French, 6. Stephen C. Foster. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
1. Gilman Marston, 3. Thomas M. Edwards. 


. Mason W. Tappan, 


VERMONT. 
. E. P. Walton, 3. Homer EF. Rogee. 


. Justin S. Morrill, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
. Thomas D. Eliot, 7. Daniel W. Gooch, 
. James Buffinton, 8. Charles R. Train, 
Charles F’. Adams, 9. Eli Thayer, 
. Alexander H. Rice, 10. Charles Delano, 
. Anson Burlingame, Ll. Henry L. Dawes. 
. John B. Alley, 
RHODE ISLAND. 

1. Christopher Robinson, 2. William D. Brayton. 
CONNECTICUT. 

3. Alfred A. Burnham, 

4. Orris S, Ferry. 


NEW YORK, 


. Lurmer C, Carrer,* 18. Clark B. Cochrane, 
. James Humphrey, 19. James H. Graham, 


1. Dwight Loomis, 
. John Woodruff, 


_ 


. 
~ 


3. Daniel E. Sickles, 20. Roscoe Conkling, 

4. Thomas J. Barr, 21. R. Holland Duell, 

5. William B. Maclay, 22. M. Lindley Lee, 

6. John Cochrane, 23. Charles B. Hoard, 

7. Georoe Brieas, 24. Charles B. Sedgwick, 
8. Horace F. Clark,+ 25. Martin Butterfield, 
9. John B. Haskin,t 26. Emory B. Pottle, 

0. Charles H. Van Wyck, 7. Alfred Welis, 

1. William S. Kenyon, 28. William Irvine, 

2. Charles L. Beale, 29. Alfred Ely, 

3. Abraham B. Olin, 30. Augustus Frank, 

4. John H. Reynolds,t 31. Silas M. Burroughs, 
5. James B. McKean, 32. Elbridge G. Spaulding, 
6. George W. Paimer, 33. Reuben £. Fenton, 
7. Francis E, Spinner, 


NEW JERSEY. 


1. Joun T. Nixon, 4. Jeter R. Riggs, 
2.Joun L.N.Srratton, 5. William Pennington. 
3. Garnett B. Adrain,t 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


1. Thomas B. Florence, 14. Galusha A. Grow, 
2. Edward Joy Morris, 15. James T.. Hale, 
3. John P. Verree, 16. Benjamin F. Junkin, 
4. William Millward, 17. Edward McPherson, 
5. John Wood, 18. Samuel S. Blair, 
6. John Hickman,t 19. John Covode, 
7. Henry C. Longnecker, 20. William Montgomery, 
8. John Schwartz,t 21. James K. Moorhead, 
9. Thaddeus Stevens, 22. Robert McKnight, 
10, John W. Killinger, 23. William Stewart, 
11. James I. Campbell, 24. Chapin Hall, 
12. George W. Scranton, 25. Elijah Babbit. 
13. William H. Dimmick, 

DELAWARE. 

1. William G. Whiteley. 

MARYLAND. 
1. James A. Stewart, 4. Hl. Winter Davis, 
2. Epwin H. Wesster, 5. Jacob M. Kunkel, 
3. J. Morrison Harris, 6. George W. Hughes. 


VIRGINIA. 
1. Muscoe R. H. Garnett, 8. ALexanperR R. Borever, 


2. John 8. Millson, 9. John ‘I’. Harris, 
3. Daniel C. Dejarnette, 10. Sherrard Clemens, 
4. Roger A. Pryor, 11. Albert G. Jenkins, 
5. Thomas 8. Boeock, 12. Henry A. Edmundson, 
6. Shelton F. Leake, 13. Elbert 8. Martin, 
7. William Smith, 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
1. Wittiam N. H. Siro, 5. Jonn A. Grumer, 
2. Thomas Ruffin, 6. James M. Leacu, 
3. Warren Winslow, 7. Burton Craige, 
4. Lawrence O’B. Branch, 8. Zeputon B. Vance, 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
. John McQueen, 4. Milledge L. Bonham, 
. William Porcher Miles, 5. John D. Ashmore, 
. Lawrence M. Keitt, 6. William W. Boyce. 


Con 








*Republican American. { Anti-Lecompton Democrat 
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GEORGIA 
1, Peter BE. Love. 5. John W. Hf. Underwood, 
». Martin J. Crawford, 6, James Jackson, 
Thomas Harnveman, 7. Josucva Hint 
Lucius J, Gartretl John J. Jom 
ALABAMA 
James A. Stallworth, 5. George 
> James L. Pugh, 6 
David Clopton, 7. Jabez L, 
nham Moore 


S. Houston, 
meon KR. W. Cobb, 
M. Curry. 





IPPI. 

t. Luciue Q. CO. 1 Otho R. Singleton, 
Reuben Davis, 5. Joon J. MeRae. 
Woiiliam Barksdale, 


LOUISIANA. 


MISSIS: 


tear, ' 


Epwarp BouLiany 3. Thomas G. Davidson, 
Miles ‘Taylor, 41. John M. Landrum. 
OoOnylo 

George HL. Pendleton, 12. Samuel 8. Cox, 
John A. G Ws 13. John Sherman, 
Clement t.. Vallandigham,!4. Iarrison G.-Biake, 

1. William Allen 15. William Helinick, 
Jing M. Ashle 16. Cudnor B Tompkins, 

6. Wilham Howard, 17. Thomas C. Theaker, 
f mas Corwin, Ik Sire i Edgerton, 
Benjamm Stanton, 19. E urd Wade, 

Y, J t Carey, 0). John Hutchins, 

10. Cas ll. Trimble, 21. John 4. Bingham. 

i. Charl Db. Martin, 

KENTUCKY 


1. Henry C. Burnett, G. Gaeen ADAMS 
' Ronerr MALvoryY, 


I'n i 1. Bristow, &. Wilham EB. Simime, 
1. VW LIAM ( (Nbr ‘, 9. Laban T. Moore, 
John Y. Brown, 10. John W. Stevenson. 
TENNESSEE 
1. Tuomas A. R. Newson, 6. James H. Thomas, 
» Hlornacre Maynat i. Joho V. Wright 
, Res i. BRraBeon, JaMe M. Quanturs 
4. Wittiam BR. SroKes, Y bamer n Etheridge, 
» Rowen Ilarron, LO. William T. Avery. 
INDIANA 
1. William EB. Niblack, John G. Davis,t 
2. William Hl. English, BR. James ! 
3. Wiliam M, Duna, 0.8 ef , 
1. William S. Holman l ( ’ Case, 
5. D ! kKilgore, il. John lt Pettil 
6. Albert G. Porter, 


ILLINOIS 


1. Ellihu B. Washhurne, 6. Joh \ MeClernand,t 
2. John F’. Farnsworth, 7. Jam (. Robinson} 

3. Owen Lovejoy, 5. Ph ip B Fouke.t 

1. William Kellogg, 9. John A. Logan.t 

5. Isane N. Morris, 


MISSOURI 
1. J. Richard Barrett, 5. Samuel HU. Woodson, 
Thomas L, Anderson, 6. John S. Phelps, 
J. John B. Clark, 7. Joon W. Noell, 
1. James Craig, 


ARKANSAS 


1. Thomas C. Hindman, 2. Albert Rust. 
MICHIGAN 
1. George B, Cooper, 3. Francis W. Kelloge, 


1. DeWitt C, Lea 
FLORIDA, 


2, He nry I aldronu, 


1. George 8S. Hawkins, 
TEXAS. 
1. John H. Reagan, 2. Andrew J. Hamilton. 
IOWA 
1. Samuel R. Curtis, 2. William Vandever. 


WISCONSIN 


1. John F. Potter, 3. Charles H. Larrabee. 


2. Cadwalader C. Washi, 


CALIVORNTA, 


1. Charles L. Seott, 2. Joun C. Burch. 
MINNESOTA. 
1. Cyrus Aldrich, 2. (Villiam Windom. 


OREGON, 

1. Lansing Stout. 

DELEGATES. 
NEW MEXICO.—Miguel A. Otero. 
UTAH .—William I. Hooper 
WASHINGTON,—Isaac Ll. Stevens. 
KANSAS.—Marcus J. Parrott. 
NEBRASKA. 


Experience Estabrook. 


At twelve o’clock, m., the Clerk of the last 
House [James C. Atien] called the House to 
order; and, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
a quorum was present, proce: ded to call the roll 
of Members and Delegates, made up from the 
prima facie evidence before him. 

The roll having been called through, the follow- 
ing Members and Delegates failed to answer to 
their names: 

Mr. Sraruworrnu, Mr. Lanprum, Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Apams of Kentucky, Mr. Hinpman, Mr. 


a 


* Whig. t Anti-Lecompton Demoeret. 


Rust, Mr. Hamitton, Mr. Srevens of Washing- 
ton, and Mr. Parrorrt. 

The CLERK announced that two hundred and 
thirty-one members having answered to their 
names, and a quorum, there fore, being present, 
it would now be in order to proceed to business. 

Mr. PHELPS. .Mr. Clerk, a querum of the 
elect to the Thirty-Sixth Congress 
having answered to their names, I move that we | 
now proceed, by a viva voce vote, to the election 
of a Speaker to preside over this body during the 
pr ent Conere SS. 

The question was put; 
agres d to. 

Mr. HOUSTON 
cock, of Virginia. 

Mr. CORWILN nominated Joun Suerman, of 
Ohio. 

Mr. ADRAIN nominated Jonn G. Davis, of 
Indi ma, 

Mr. HASKIN nominated Joun Hickman, of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, nominated 
Ganusna A. Grow, of Pi nnsylvania. 

Mr. BRIGGS nominated ALEXANDER R. Bore- 
LER, of Vireinia,. 

The CLERK appointed Messrs. Hovston, 
Corwin, Aprarin, and Brices, as tellers, to count 
the vou 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


members 


and the motion 


Vas 


nominated Tuomas S. Bo- 


Mr. Clerk, I notice that 


veral members are absent. In order that they 
may be present to participate in the organization 
of the TLeuse, | move that the House do now 


adjourn. We can proceed with the election of | 


ifiicers to-morrow, at twelve o'clock, m. 
Mr. DAVIDSON called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Let us have tellers on the 
motion, 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I trust my friend 
from Pennsylvania will withdraw his motion. 
Mr. FLORENCE, Atthe suggestion of friends 
I withdraw my motion. 
FIRST VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 


The CLERK proc eded tocall the roll, and the H 


following was the result: Whole number of votes, 
230; nec 116; of which— 


Thomas 8. Bocock received 86 


ssary to a chores . 


NIN ss ti0:0- 6xted (hs + hed ad-o& b Ao. org Baebes a 66 
ID Ac WE rs: hind Siete didi ke Se deaee + nar aaa 13 
III Os CN i a a ae | ee eo eee 14 
EE is, Een, Se acho Aka tA wo Aah aacininmane 5 
PE EE cavak caw nd Chkbess ceatne sa keaeens+ 3 
Spree ee A 4 iss ibs bs is oh bbe ca ea phumsiacs 2 
pe Sh. ROOUEs «nnn ennetutance 6d teabanncdoenancn peoatin 
PE TEs: ME cn bkatnrés 089x005 tk pakke OR oabh Konh tacn 2 
S0DN BS. PRU DG.6 5205p sce gap esethpgaccesceggasanes ] 
phe PR ee eres meee are p | Meee 1 
SOO TI iad bind ee ois bk eH ER Eo Kade DORdwES 0s 1 
Ninn ac cenns dinatash sencbntentbauenass l 
IER SI 6 cco Oo ead ion beh ie Re Oech aha oe l 
Pe DOR ain i Seab ssn cap eedsnt bhe> 6h02 b200 l 


Meine Fi QUA 250s ésciWa ser cieees Pa 1 
So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Bocock—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, 
Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, 
Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, Reuben Davis, Dejarnette, 
Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Fiorence, Fouke, Garnett, 
Gartrell, John T. Harris, Hawkins, Hindman, Holman, 
Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, 
Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, MeClernand, Me 
Queen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Sydenham 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pryor, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, 
Sickles. Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Stevenson, 
James A. Stewart, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Val- 
landigham, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright. 

For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Chartes F. Adams, Alley, 
Ashley, Beate, Bingham, Blake, Brayton, Burlingame, But- 
terfield, Carey, Case, Clark B. Cochrane, Conklin, Corwin, 
Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Ely, Farnsworth, Foster, Frank, Freneh, Gooch, Graham, 
Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, McKean, Millward, 
Edward Joy Morris, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Stanton, Stratton, 
Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Van Wick, Wade, Wilson, and Wood. 

For Mr. Grow—Messrs. Aldrich, Babbit, Blair, Buffin- 
ton, Burnham, Burroughs;Campbell, Colfax, Covode, Duell, 
Fenton, Ferry, Hale, Hall, Junkin, William Kellogg, Kil- 
linger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Love 
joy, Marston, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Morse, Perry, Scranton, Spinner, Stevens, Willian Stew- 
art, Tappan, Verree, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
Windom, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Boteler — Messrs. William C. Anderson, Bou- 
ligny, Briggs, Bristow, Etheridge, Gilmer, Hill, James M. 
Leach, Mallory, Laban T. Moore, Nelson, William N. H. 
Smith, Vance, and Webster. 
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For Mr. Nelson—Messrs. Brabson, Hatton, Maynard, 


Quarles, and Stokes. 

For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Boteler, H. Winter Davis, and 
J. Morrison Harris. 

For Mr. Adrain—Messrs. Horace F. Clark and John G 
Davis. 

For Mr. John G. Dawis—Messrs. Adrain and Riggs. 

For Mr. Haskin—Messrs. Hickman and Schwartz. 

For Mr. Phelps—Mr. Bocock. 

For Mr. Corwin—Mr. Carter. 

For Mr. Hill—Mr. Hardeman. 

For Mr. Hickman—Mr. Haskin. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Sherman. 

For Mr. McQueen—Mr. Pugh. 

For Mr. Horace F. Clark—Mr. Reynolds. 

Mr.GROW. Mr. Clerk, desiring that I shal} 
in no way retard the organization of the House, 
I wish to withdraw my name as a candidate for 
the Speakership, and to assure those gentlemen 
who, in their kindness, have cast their votes for 
me, that I shall treasure so distinguished a mark 
of their confidence through my life with grateful 
remembrance. 

Mr. BURNETT moved that the House ad- 
journ until to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. McCLERNAND demanded the yeas and 
nays, 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 100, nays 130; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, 
Branch, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, 


| Cobb, John Ceehrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Stevenson, 


Craige,Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, H.Winter Davis,Reuben 
Davis, Dejarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, Etheridge, Flor- 
ence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Mor- 
rison Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, Hind- 


| man, Holman,Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, 


Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McCler- 
nand, MeQueen, McRea, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, 
Laban 'T. Moore, Sydeniiam Moore, Isaac N. Morris, 
Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, 


| Quarles, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, 


Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, 
James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, T'aylor, 


Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, 


|| Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—100. 


NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbit, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, Brayton, 
Briggs, Bristow, Builinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Bur- 
roughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Horace 


| F. Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conklin, Corwin, 


lon ‘ : ‘ ; 
Covode,Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 


| Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Farnsworth, Fen- 


ton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, 


| Gurley, Hale, Hail, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, 


Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Larrabee, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 


Mallory, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Mill- 


ward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nel- 
son, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, 
Potter, Pottle, Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, 
Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, 


|| Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, 


Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and 
Woodrutl—130. 


| So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Mr. Clerk, unless 


| it is the purpose of the House, as has been inti- 
mated to me, to adjourn after taking another vote 

| to-night, in case no Speaker is then elected, I pro- 
pose to submit some remarks now. 

| Several Mempers. Go on. 

| Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order. 


'| The point of order is this: there is no question 
'| before the House, and the gentleman from Mis- 


} 
} 
j 
} 


| sourl cannot, therefore, take the floor to deliver 
| any remarks. 

| The CLERK. The Clerk having no power to 
| decide the point of order which has been raised, 


|| will submit it to the House. 


} 


| Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. There is a ques- 
tion before the House—whether we shall proceed 
to take another vote to decide which of the can- 
didates for Speaker ought to be elected? My re- 
marks will go to show that some of the candidates 
ought to be elected, and that others ought not. 

| They will, therefore, be pertinent to the question 

| which we have before us. 

| ‘The CLERK. Shall the gentleman from Mis- 


|| souri be allowed to promos with his remarks? 


[Loud cries of ** No!”’ “No!’’] 


Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw my question of 
| order. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
| The CLERK. The question age recurs, 
entleman from Missouri be permitted 
with his remarks ? 


I renew it. 


| Shall the 
| to procee 





1859. 


Mr. GARNETT. I submit, Mr. Clerk, that 


; re. 
it is not within the power of the House to stop 


debate. The question is, who shall we elect 
Speaker? and I contend that the gentleman from 
M issouri has a right to proceed, which this House 
cannotcontrol, unless by rules previously adopted. 
We have,as yet, adopted no rules; and I think that 


he has the right to proceed, as he desires, with | 


remarks going to show why certain candidates 
before this House ought not to be elected Speaker. 
The usage has been for the Clerk to decide such 
points of order. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 


Under the Con- | 


stitution of the United States I have rights as a | 


member upon this floor which I deny this House 
can deprive me of. I demand, as a constitutional 
right, that I be allowed to proceed with my re- 
marks. 
organ at present of this House, to decide the ques- 
tion; it cannot be submitted to the House. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that he 


has carefully examined this subject, and can 


I call upon you, Mr, Clerk, as the only 


find no authority conferred upon him as Clerk of | 
the former House, except to put questions, when | 


raised, to the House for its decision. 
therefore, take upon himself the power to decide 
this question. 


He will not, | 


Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays | 


on the question. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
member of this House, I claim the right to be 
heard; and I deny the power of the House to de- 
prive me of it. ae it for myself; and I will 
therefore proceed with my remarks. I claim the 
right under the Constitution. 

Mr. CURTIS. To what constitution does the 
gentleman refer, when he claims the right to pro- 
ceed under the Constitution? If he has the right, 
I have the right. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 


‘ 


I claim the right 
to proceed under the Cons 


titution of the United 


As an individual | 


States. (Cries of ‘* Question!”’ ** Questien!’’] I) 


claim the right to proceed. 


The CLERK. The point of order has been 


made, and the Clerk does not feel that he has the | 


power to decide it. He knows of no other way 
to decide it than by submitting it to the House. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Let the ques- 
tion be submitted, and let he majority determ- 
ine it. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
cedent for what Lask, if I had time, and our desks 
had not been taken away from us. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GARNETT. What is the point of order? 

The CLERK. Whether the gentleman from 
Missouri shall be permitted to proceed to submit 
remarks, there being no question before the 
House? 


I could show pre- |) 


Mr. KEITT. There is a question before the 


House. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will offer a.reso- | 


lution, and there will then be a question before 
the House. 
The CLERK. 


It is not in order, according to 


the Manual, to offer a resolution unless the point |; 


of order be withdrawn. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 
erence to the Clerk, I think he has mis-stated the 
question of order. 
to be whether the gentleman from Missouri should 


before the House. 


tion before the House, and that is, the election o1 
a Speaker. 

Mr. KILGORE. I presume that this matter 
can be settled without difficulty. 
sultation I have been enable 
gentlemen on this side of the House will consent 
to an adjournment after another vote has been 
taken. think there is no doubt about it. 

Mr CLARK, of Missouri. I want to make one 
suggestion to the gentleman who has demanded 
the yeas and nays. If that call is withdrawn, I 
will offer a resolution; and then there can be no 
seen that there will he something before the 

ouse. I had supposed there was a great deal 
before us; but to obviate an objection of that 


gentleman will withdraw the demand for the yeas 
and nays. 


Mr. KILGORE. 
the understanding that after another vote shall 
have been taken, the House shall adjourn, 


The Clerk stated the question | 


pe papaetins to proceed, there being no question | 


I insist that there is a ques- |! 


I would suggest that it be | 
fl 


i 


With def- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


From the con- | 
to have, I think | 


| 
| 


Mr. McQUEEN. I object to any arrangement | 


or concert whatever. [I want no compromises in 
reference to this election, and I object to any being 

| made. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. It has been sug- 


gested, I understand, that, as a certain number of 


| the members on this side of the House are ab- | 


sent, an equal number on the other side be with- 
drawn, and that the voting be then proceeded 
with. [Laughter.] 


Mr. KILGORE. 


I fee] certain that, after an- 


other vote, the members on this side of the House | 


will consent t» adjourn. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I withdraw my ap- 


plication to make remarks, and offer this resolu- | 


tion: 
Whereas certain members of this House, now in nom 


ination for Speaker, did indorse and recommend the book 


hereinafter mentioned, 
Resolved, That the doctrines and sentiments of a certain 
bouk, called “ The Impending Crisis of the South—How to 


meet it,’? purporting to have been written by one Hinton | 


K. Helper, are insurrectionary and hostile to the domestic | 


peace and tranquillity of the country, and that no member 
of this House who has indorsed and recommended it, or 
the eompend from it, is fit to be Speaker of this House. 

[Applause in the galleries, accompanied with 
hisses. ] 

I will now proceed with my remarks on that 
resolution. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a 
question of order. It seems to me that, in the 
present condition of the House, there are but two 
things in order, one is a motion to adjourn, and 
another is to proceed to another ballot. I think 
it hasbeen so decided on a former oceasion. I 
submit to the Clerk if it is not so. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will remark, that 


the question, under like circumstances, seems to 


have been decided both ways a number of times, | 
and he has not been able to determine which way | 


the prepohderance of decisions has been. If the 


point of order is made, he will submit it to the | 


House for their decision. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
debate the question of order. 

Several Members. Oh, certainly. 

Mr STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I submit 
that the question of order must be decided with- 
out debate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Under what rule? 

Mr. CLARK, of Misseuri. I hope I will now 
be allowed to proceed. 
of this country, representing as I do a constitu- 
| ency in a border State, adjoining the non-slave- 

holding States of this Union; representing a 
| Slaveholding constituency, and claiming that 
constituency to be equal in intelligence, equal in 


patriotism, and equal in morals to that of any | 


other gentleman in this House; I should be recre- 
ant to that constituency, recreant to my own self 
respect, and a traitor to our common country, if I 


failed to utter before this deliberative body, which | 
is presumed to be to a great extent the embodi- |! 


ment of the intelligence and the will of the great 


American people, my condemnation of sentiments 
such as have { 


as candidates for the position of Speaker. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
question of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is one question of or- 
der already pending. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I make the 
point that the gentleman from Missouri must 
confine himself to the question of order, whether 
the resolution is in order or not. He has no 
wright to discuss other matters. 


ween indorsed by gentlemen on the | 
other side of the House, who are now presented | 


I suppose [ can 


I rise to a | 


The CLERK. The Clerk cannot undertake to | 


decide whether the gentleman from Missouri is 
| confining himself to the question of order or not. 


mit the question to the House. 


on the other side of the House will bear with me, 
and not get unhappy before I have had an op- 
portunity to deliver the sentiments which | pro- 
pose to deliver, and place upon the political rec- 
| ords of the country, in reference to deeds which 


' || strike at the peace of the people of this Union, 
kind, I have a resolution which I will offer, if the i 


| wonder they are unhappy and want to stop de- | 


/and at the perpetuity of the No 


nion itself. 


If the point ef order be insisted on, he must sub- | 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I hope gentlemen | 


bate, when the constituents of members upow | 


this floor have been incited by their representa- 
tions and by their advice, to insurrection, to 
treason, to bloodshed, and to murder. 
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Mr. Clerk, we hi passed through many 
gloomy periods since the fougdation of this Gov- 
ernment; we have passed through two wars since 
the war of Independence, but we have been a 
united and happy people; we have grown froma 
few weak States to a great Confederacy, which 
now challenges the admiration of the civilized 
W orld. 

Mr. STANTON. Ia 


desires to remain here. 


— 


ve 


a pe that nobody 
f the object of gentle- 
men on the other side of the House is simply to 
gain time, we might just as well adjourn. We 
ean do no good by remaining here. We know 
that gentlemen on the other side of the House can 
consume the day, if that be their object. It seems 
to me unprofitable to remain longer. I therefore 
ask the gentleman from Missouri to give way,and 
allow me to move that the House adjourn until 


: twelve o’clock to-morrow. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will say to the 
gentleman from Ohio, that my purpose is high r 
than merely to consume time, 
place facts before the country. 

Mr. STANTON, I wish to gay this to the 
gentleman from Missouri. The kind of discus- 
sion which the gentleman proposes to engage in, 
it seems tome, would be much mort appro riate, 
and could be much better managed, if the House 
were organized, with a presidmg officer in the 
chair. | propose, therefore, that he shall give wayyy 
and allow the House to adjourn now, 

TheCLERK. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
souri yicld for a motion to adjourn? 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 


My purpose 1s to 


If the gentleman 


| from Ohio proposes an adjournment,-I will yield 


{| we should remain here. 


i 


for that purpose. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understood 
the gentleman from Misseuri vo state that he Would 
be satisfied to allow the vote to be taken, ifas many 
members on this side would withdraw as are absent 
on his side. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Not at all. I 
understood that that proposition was made, but 
I afterwards found it was not; and | will new 
proceed with my remarks unless the motiop be 
made to adjourn. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsy!vania. I hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will not move to adjourn. 
These things must come out, and they might just 


| as well come out now. 
Sir, in view of the crisis || 


Mr. STANTON. If gen emen on the other 
side choose to take the responsibility of pre- 
venting further balloting, I see ne reason why 
As they have avowed 
that purpose, and assumed the responsibility, | 
take upon myself the responsibility, without cen- 
sulting anybody else, of moving that the House 
adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. LOVEJOY called for the yeas*and nays 
upon the motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I want it ander- 
stood that I yield only for a motion to.adjourn, 
and hold the floor for to-morrow. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 113, nays 115; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, 
Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Brab 
son, Branch, Brigga, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, 
Clemens, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, 
James Craig, Burton @raige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De 
jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Etheridge, Flor 
ence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Mor 
rison Harris, John ‘T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, 
Hindmamw, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabec, Leake, 
Logan, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 
S. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, 
Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Laban 'T. Moore, Sydenham 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Pey 
ton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James 
C, Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, Wil 
liam Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, 
James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Theaker, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—L13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, 
Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, 
Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnbam, Burroughs, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F, 
Clark, Coltax, Conklin, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, Dawes, 
Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, 
Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Halli, Haskin, Heliunick, 
Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Mutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kell6gg, Keuyon, Kilgore, 
DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Lengnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPher. 


1! son, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morrts, 
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Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reynolds, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
©. Washburn, Elliiu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and W oodruff—115., 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, when his name was 
called, remarked that as four members on that side 
of the House were absent, three of whom, and 

yrobably the fourth, would be present to-morrow, 
* voted to ee: 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I was proceeding 
to show E this resolution ought to pass, and 
Wad approac 


the American people the position which gentle- | 
men occupy, before the Government and before |) 
the people, who are now presented for election as |} 


Speaker of the House. 
and mutations of parties since this Government 
has had an existence, while we have combated 
one party and another, and while the people have 
been divided, sometimes into Federalists and Re- 


ee and Whigs and Democrats, yet there | 
|| then avow, if he can, that he never signed it; or 


try, a fraternal feeling governing men claiming to || (as is sometimes done in regard to bonds) say 


1as always been a conservative spirit in the coun- 


be American citizens, and keeping down insur- 
rection and murder and rapine and desolation. 
Soth parties, since this Government has had 
a history, however inimical they may have been 
to our institutions, however fond of power they 
may have been, and however disregardful of the 
public weal they may have been, were unwilling 


Sir, in all our changes | 


| all. 


to risk their reputation by standing forth to the | 


country advisors of a large portion of the people 
of this Union to stop at nothing until they put 
out of public life, d 

large portion of the people of the United States. 

Mr. KILGORE. Will the gentleman from 
Missouri permit me—— 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
very much to go on. 
barrassed. 

Mr. KILGORE. 
to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
for a moment. 


Mr. KILGORE. 





No, sir; I prefer 


Well, f will listen 


I simply wish to remark to 


the gentleman from Missouri, that probably he |! 


I do not want to be em- | 


| souri 
ung the facts necessary to lay before }) 





Mr. FARNSWORTH. I merely wish to make || 


a suggestion. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Excuse me, if you 


please. 


understandingly on the resolution, if the gentleman 
from Missouri will have the book read. 1 wish 
to suggest that it be read. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will have every- 
thing read; and I beg to inform the gentleman 
that I will not press my resolution to a vote until 
the last of those who have signed the recommend- 
ation shall have had an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have never read the 
book; and I presume the gentleman from Mis- 
never read it. I think it would be well, 
therefore, to have it read. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. It would be well 
if the gentleman could also say he had never 
signed the recommendation. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I recommend the lit- 
erature to the gentleman from Missouri; that is 
I think it world do him good. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. The gentleman 
can read as well as I, and may acquaint himself 
with the contents of that circular; and let him 


that it was read incorrectly. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have no doubt that 
the book is a very good one. I never read it; or 
heard it read; and I should like to hear it very 
much. I recommend the literature. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I do not wish to 
be discourteous; but I have a good deal to say on 
this subject, and I feel it my duty to say it before 
the country, in order that, if this Government is 


|| to be prostituted, and if men are to be placed in 


isfranchise, and murder, a || 


I should like the gentleman || 
i re ee 


had better allow some little time for gentlemen, | 


whose names appear published in the New York | 


Herald as having signed this recommendation, to 
make their own statements in the matter. 
them be permitted to make their own remarks. 
Aslam not one of those embraced within the 
scope of the resolution—not being a candidate for 


Let | 


the Speakership—I may make this suggestion, | 
Let me say, too, that I, and all with whom I have | 


conversed on the subject, condemn the doctrines 
contained in the compendium of Helper’s work 
in as unlimited terms as it can possibly be con- 
demned. I have no recollection that I ever saw 
the récommendation; and so it is with every one 
that I have spoken to. I am told, however, that 
there was a proposition made by some persons 


| izing the House, they took men who were loyal | 


high positions in the country who have advocated 
what this book advocates, the American people 


‘| may know to what a pass the American Congress 


has come. 

Sir, | was saying that in all the mutations and 
changes through which parties in this country 
have passed, there was days existing a spirit 
of peace and fraternal love and equality and self- 
The chair that you are now about to 
fill has been filled with a Clay,a Barbour,a Polk, 
a Winthrop, and many other distinguished men, 
who got their light from the sources of the Con- 
stitution, and from the founders of the Govern- 
ment. They have been of different political parties. 
When one party or the other succeeded in organ- 


to the country, who had a fraternal spirit and 
self-respect, and who would not advise treason 
and murder and insurrection and rape and des- 
olation. 

Gentlemen want to hear what they have recom- 
mended. They want the law and the prophets 
read to them on this occasion. I have that circular 
before me, and I have extracts from the book 
which it recommends. They can get the whole 
book if they want it put on the solitical record. 
1 will send it to the Clerk’s desk directly, and ask 
to have read this circular to the non-slaveholders 


| of the southern States, with directions and advice 


interested, to publish in pamphlet form the matters || 


contained in the book, taken from the census, to- 
gether with remarks made by southern gentlemen 
in regard to the effects of slavery in their own 
States, and that matter was to be published in 
ponen’ form for distribution, Taking the se- 


ecuons published in the Herald, unconnected | 


with other matter, | would most unhesitatingly 


condemn the publication; because I represent a || 


eonstituency that is conservative and peace-loving, 
and that has no leaning toward treason. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 


I am glad thatthe | 


gentleman is beginning to flee from the wrath to | 


come. 

Mr. KILGORE. 
fleeing stock. 
bility of all my acts. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
loyal spirit manifested heretofore in the gentle- 
man’s political history makes him unwilling to 
bear the odium which necessarily attaches to all 
whose names are found on that list. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to make a sug- 


gestion. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Let me proceed 
with my remarks, and the gentleman can then 
have an opportunity of answering me, 


No, sir; lam not one of the | 
I am ready to take the responsi- | 


I am glad that the | 


how to use it; which circular has been signed, 
among others, by the gentleman who interrupted 


|| me a few moments ago. 


Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. I think not. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. CLARK B, COCHRANE. If I under- 
stand the extracts, I wish to say here to the 
House and to the country that I utterly condemn 
them—utterly. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am very glad to 
hear it; so does every other good man. 

Mr. PALMER. I -hope the gentleman from 
Missouri will not be interrupted. If the negro 
is to be thrust upon us the first day of the Con- 
gress, let us go to werk as speedily as possible 
and put him out; and I think the best way to do 
that, is to have a free and general discussion. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. The gentleman 
says, that if the negro is to be thrust into the 


_ House the first day of the session he ought to be 


put out as speedily as possible. The negro would 


not have been thrust into the House but for the 
action of that gentleman's party ; nor would an 
oceasion have arisen, except for the advice which 
they gave to the country. 

But if gentlemen will make themselves equal to 
the negro, by saying that the negro shall be free 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. We can act much more || 
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and equal in all things, at the polls and other- 


| wise, it is rather a strange sentiment for him now 


to wish to drive the negro out of the House, the 


first day of the session. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire to make 


a suggestion. 
The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
souri yield? 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
has just made a statement 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Let me hear him. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The gentleman 
has made a statement in regard to something in a 


The gentleman 








Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
what the gentleman says. Does he permit the 


book which many of the Republican members 
have directly or indirectly sanctioned. My name 
appears in some of the papers as having signed 
that recommendation 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
you signed it. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. My friend from 
Missouri will bear with me a moment. Under- 
} stand that I am not here prepared to say whether 
I did or did not sign it; because the authority of 
that Democratic paper is not very good with me. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. No; nor any other 
| good paper. 
| Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. But I wish to 
| say to the gentleman that those sentiments are 
| not entertained by Republicans; and my object in 
making that statement now, is—as the gentleman 
| himself does not understand what is in the com- 
pendium of the book—to allow time for gentlemen 
| to find out what it is, so that they may avow or 
| disavow the positions charged upon them. And 
I suggest, now, that the gentleman from Missouri 
| will permit me to make a motion that the House 
| do now adjourn. 
| Several Mempers. That is right; right. 
| 
| 





I have no doubt 





Mr. KELLOGG, of Hlinois. I want this out. 
| Letitall come out. [Cries of ** No!” “No!’’] If 
I have signed a paper that is wrong, I will dis- 
avow it; and if the anti-slavery sentimentis proper 
| in the compendium, I will avow it before the world. 
| L only want to know what is in it; for the gentle- 
man himself is not prepared to state what is in the 
| compendium. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am prepared. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I ask him to per- 
| mit me to move to adjourn till to-morrow at 
| twelve o’clock, so that we may vote understand- 
ingly. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am prepared to 
show what is in that book; and if I am allowed 
| to proceed I willshow it. But if gentlemen want 
| time to deliberate and prepare themselves in secret, 
I have no objection. 
I do not hear 


motion to be made ? 

The CLERK. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
souri yield to the gentleman from Illinois for a 
motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Yes. 
| Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Then I move 

that the House adjourn till to-morrow at twelve 
| o’clock. 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CURTIS. I rise toa point of order. The 
gentleman cannot make that motion. I ask for 
the reading of the rule which I have marked. 

Mr. FLORENCE. We have no rules. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state to the gen- 
tleman from Iowa that there is no time fixed for 
the adjournment of the House, until the standing 
rules of the House shall have been adopted. 
The question is on the adjournment till twelve 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Cries of **Question!”’} 
he CLERK. As many as desire to have the 
yeas and nays on the question will rise. 

After a partial count, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE said: A majority of 
the members present have not voted for the yeas 
and nays. 

The CLERK. It does not require a majority. 
The Constitution of the United States fixes the 
number at one fifth. 

Mr. WINSLOW demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Messrs. Boyce and 
BurFinTon were appointed. 

The House divided ; and the tellers reported— 
aye 1, noes not counted. 
| So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
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1859. 


The question was taken on the motion to ad- || 
journ; and there were, on division—ayes 131. | 
So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon, 
at twenty-two minutes past two o'clock, p. m., || 
the House adjourned tll to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ ae 








come up for consideration; but, before proceeding 
to offer the amendment, [ will state that the res- 

olution, as offered by the Senator from Virginia, 
| will receive my support. If any other persons || 
than the twenty-two whose names are known to } 
| the country are implicated in, or in any way ac- || 


United States. Captain Leonard, in his statement 
under oath, says: 


“The judge and others told me there were troubles in 
Kansas, and they wanted arms, but would do nothing wrong 
with them. I told the judge this was aggressive on the 
part of Missouri; and every community was competent to 
take care of its own affairs, and that the Missourians ought 











Tvespay, December 6, 1859. 


Mr. Davis, Mr. Critrenpen, and Mr. Crary 
appeared to-day. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. i 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Joseph Chaires, executor of Benjamin Chaires, aud others, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committce on 
Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of William W. 
Mosely, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 
| 


| 
IN SENATE, 


referre 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the ease of David W. Porter, 
a lieutenant in the Navy, be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval Af- | 
fairs. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Farragut, praying to be allowed an amount paid by him to 
two masters’ mates, be withdrawn from the files of the | 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


i 

| 

STATUTES AT LARGE. ] 

Mr. PEARCE. I beg leave to submit the fol- | 


lowing order; which I ask the Senate to consider 
now: 
Ordered, That the copies of the Statutes at Large deliv- 


the act approved February 5, 1859, ** providing for keeping 
and distributing all public documents,”’ be placed in charge 
of the Secretary; and that, at the commencement of each 
session, he deliver a copy to each Senator, to be returned 
by him to the Secretary at the close of the session. 


It may be proper to state briefly, that the Sen- 


ate and House of Representatives purchased a || Cro 
| to inaugurate such a state as this, no man can 


sufficient number of copies of the Statutes at Large 
of Little & Brown’s edition, to supply every mem- | 
ber of each House with a copy during the session. 
These were formerly supplied, upon the request 
of each member, by the Pian The act of || 


1859, alluded to in the order, having directed these || 


books to be transferred to the Secretary of the 
Senate and Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
it is necessary that the Senate should pass such an 
order, so that gentlemen may be enabled to have 
the use of these copies. We have copies, and it is 


proposed that each member shall have the use of | 


one during the session, to return it at its close. 
The order was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to. 
INVASION OF HARPER’S FERRY 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the resolution 
which I offered yesterday will come up, | pre- 


sume, as a matter of course; if not, 1 move that || 
for consideration. i 


it now be taken u 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
comes up, as a matter of course. 
The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: | 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into |! 


the facts attending the late invasion and seizure of the arm- | 


ory and arsenal of the United States at Harper’s Ferry, in || 
Virginia, by a band of armed men, and report whether the || 


same was attended by armed resistance to the authorities 
and public force of the United States, and by the murder 
of any of the citizens of Virginia, or of any troops sent | 
there to protect the public property ; whether such invasion 
and seizure was made 
tended to subvert the government of any of the States of | 
the Union; what was the character and extent of such or- 
ganization, and whether any citizens of the United States, | 


not present, were implicated therein or accessory thereto, || 


by contributions of money, arms, m 
what was the character and extent 
ment in the hands or under the control of said 2:med band, | 
and where and how and when the same was obtained and | 
transported to the place so invaded. And that said com- | 
mittee report whether any and what legislation may, in | 
their opinion, be necessary on the part of the United States 
for the future preservation of the peace of the country, or 
for the safety of the public ; and that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, on the passage | 


itions, or otherwise ; 


of that resolution I ask for the yeas and nays. || 
| 


The ya and nays were ordered. 
Mr. 


resolution was offered yesterday, I stated that 1 
would move an amendment to it when it should | 


| that the outbreak at IE 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Captain D. G. | 


} 
ered to the Senate in conformity with the eleventh section of | 
i 
| 


er color of any organization in- || 


the military equip- || 


cessory to the seizure of Harper’s Ferry, and 
the murder of the citizens of Virginia, let us as- 
certain who they are, and let them be held re- 


sponsible for their acts. 


I hope this investigation will be thorough and 
complete. I believe it will do good by disabusing 
the public mind in that portion of the Union which 
fecls most sensitive upon this subject, of the idea 

Sieeere Ferry received any 
countenance or support from any considerable 
number of persons in any portion of this Union. 
No man who is not prepared to subvert the Con- 


| stitution, destroy the Government, and resolve 
| society into its original elements, can justify such 
| an act. 


No matter what evils, either real or im- 
aginary, may exist in the body-politic, if each 
individual or every set of twenty individuals, out 
of more than twenty millions of people, is to be 
ermitted in his own way, and in defiance of the 
a of the land, to undertake to correct those 


evils, there is not a government upon the face of | 
| the earth that could lasta day. And it seems to me, 


sir, that those persons who reason only from ab- 
stract principles, and believe themselves justifiable 
on all occasions, and in every form, in combating 


| evil wherever it exists, forget that the right which 
| they claim for themselves exists equally in every | 


other person. All governments, the best which 
have been devised, encroach necessarily more or 


|| less on the individual rights of man, and to that 


extent = be regarded as evils. Shall we, 
therefore, destroy government, dissolve society, 
destroy regulated and constitutional liberty, and 


things in which every man shall be permitted to 


|| follow the instincts of his own passions or preju- 


| dices or feelings, and where there will be no pro- 
| tection to the physically weak against the en- 
croachments of the strong? Till we are prepared 


justify the deeds done at Harper’s Ferry. 
In regard to the misguided man who led the in- 
surgents on that occasion, I have no remarks to 


make. He has already expiated upon the gallows | 
the crime which he committed against the laws of | 


his country; and to answer for his errors or his 
virtues, winaeve they may have been, he has 
gone fearlessly and willingly before that judge 
who cannot err: there let him rest. 

Therefore, sir, I am for this investigation. I 
hope it may be thorough and impartial, and I be- 
| lieve the effect upon the count 
| utary. Had a similar investigation been instituted 
when a similar transaction took place some years 
ago, this probably would never have occurred. 
The amendment which I propose to offer to the 
| resolution which is pending, and in which, I trust, 

I may have the support of ak Senator, pro- 
vides for the investigation of a like transaction 
which occurred in the State of Missouri. 


The Government of the United States had an 
arsenal at the town of Liberty, in the State of 
Missouri, of which Captain Leonard had charge. 
In December, 1855—and the facts which I state 
appear _ the official records of the country— 


im, broke down the magazines, supplied them- 


|| Selves with cannon, rifles, swords, and pistols, 


! 

| with powder and ball, and took them away from 
| the arsenal. This was followed by the invasion 
of a peaceful Territory by these persons; not 
| twenty, but more than a thousand men, marched 
| into the adjoining Territory, armed with weapons 
| taken by violence from an arsenal of the United 
| States, under the charge of an officer of the Uni- 
| ted States, with the avowed object, as also ap- 
| pears, of making that Territory a slaveholding 
Beate. It appears that societies were formed— 
| secret organizations—reaching from Missouri into 
| various States, and, among others, the State of 
+ Virginia, whose object and design was by force 


| 
| and munitions belonging to the Governmentof the 


| inaugurate in its stead anarchy—a condition of | 


will be most sal- | 


| 

I will | 
|| briefly state what that transaction was, as it may 
not be fresh in the recollection of Senators. 


| out this object, these men seized upon these arms | 








! 

| 

| . . Qn 

|| Captain Leonard testifies that a Judge Thompson, || 

| in company with a large number of others, ap- | 
eared at the arsenal, overpowered him, confined 





| 
| 
| 
| 


RUMBULL. Mr. President, when that || to introduce slavery into Kansas; and to carry 


! 
| 
j 
| 








not to interfere. A good deal more was said on both sides, 
and I felt indignant at the aggression. The jadge himself 
did not say an uncivil word to me. I had not expected 
any such thing as this when I first saw the judge, or I could 
have had the gates locked. 

“ The mob proceeded to take arms, forcing the dors, and 
took three six-pounders, some swords, pistois, rifles, and 
ammunition, powder, balls, &c.,as much as they wanted. 
They broke some doors open. 1 do not know how they got 
the Keys to get into the powder magazine, which is com- 
posed of brick, and had double doors. Captain Price was 
the leading man in the crowd, as I understood. Mr. Rout 
was there. I was kept in the room until the men had got 
all the arms and ammunition they wanted, and had gone 
away, Judge ‘Thompson being the last one ; when he let me 
go out, and then he left himself. 

* Some six or eight days afterwards, the guns were re- 
turned to the arsenal. They were left, | was told, at Col. 
onel Allen’s place, some three quarters of a mile from the 
arsenal. In the meantime, I had reported the facts to Col. 
onel Sumner, and he had sent down a company of dragoons. 
The men sent to me to know if I would receive the arma, 
and I told them I was not in command, and referred them 
to Captain Beall, and he told them to bring them along; and 
they did so, and they were received. Among the property 
taken was some artillery harness; I cannot recollect how 
many sets. There were some deficiencies in the number 
of rifles, swords, and pistols, and some harness returned. 
but I cannot state the precise particulars. These deticien- 
cies have never been made up by the citizens of Missouri ; 
but [ have been instructed by Colonel Craig, the head of 


| the ordnance department at Washington, to purchase suffi- 


cient of such articles as [ could obtain in the neighborhood 
to make up the deficiency, and we did so; but the swords, 
pistols, and rifles we have not been able to make up. Ido 


| not know how much has been expended in making up this 


deficiency. Immediately after this robbery, I reported the 
circumstances to Colonel Craig, at Washington, specifying 
the number and amount of each of the different artictes 
taken. In the course of the winter, he sent me orders to 
ship the public property to Fort Leavenworth and St. Louis 
arsenal, giving me a schedule of the amount to be taken to 
each place; which I did as soon as navigation opened,””— 
House Report No. 200, Thirty-Fourth Congress, first session, 
pages 1130-31. 

It seems that the arsenal at Liberty was broken 
up, and what remained of the arms were shipped 
to other military posts. Now, sir, there isa very 
striking similarity between the breaking into that 
arsenal and the attack upon the one at Harper’s 
Ferry. The question of slavery had to do with 
both. The arsenal in Missouri was broken into 
for the purpose of obtaining arms to force slavery 
upon Stee: the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry was 
taken possession of for the purpose of expelling 
slavery from the State of Virginia—both unjusti- 
fiable, and it seems to me both proper subjects to 
be inquired into. Perhaps the latter would never 
have occurred if inquiry had been made, and the 
proper steps had been taken when the cry came 
up from ~ eer of these outrages, and when citi- 
zens of Kansas were murdered by the very arms 
taken from this arsenal, or at any rate by persons 
in the same army with them, Then the com- 
plaants that were made were treated as the **shrieks 
of bleeding Kansas,’’and they could not be heard. 
I trust they may get a betta hieesine now. Now, 
sir, when the shticks of Virginia are heard, and 
the ears of the country are opened, I trust those 
from Kansas may get a hearing also. I am pre- 
pared to hear both; and I ae that the investi- 
gation in regard to Harper’s Ferry may be impar- 
tial, thorough, and complete, and let whoever is 
implicated in the unlawful transactions there be 
held responsible; and so, too, in regard to the 
seizure of the arsenal in the State of Missouri. 1 
offer the following amendment: 


After the word “ invaded,”’ in the fourth clause of the 
resolution, insert: 

And that said committee also inquire into the facts at 
tending the invasion, seizure, and robbery, in December, 
1855, of the arsenal! of the United States at Liberty, inthe 
State of Missouri, by a mob or body of armed men, and 
report whether such seizure and robbery was attended by 
resistance to the authorities of the United States, and foi- 
lowed by an invasion of the Territory of Kansas, and the 
plunder and murder of any of its inhabitants, or of any 
citizen of the United States, by the persons who thus 
seized the arms and ammunition of the Government, or 
others combined with these ; whether said seizure and rot» 
bery of the arsenal were made under color of any organ- 
ization intended to subvert the government of any of the 
States or Territories of the Union; what was the charac- 
ter and extent of such organization, and whether any citi- 
zens of the United States, not present, were implicated 
therein, or accessory thereto, by contributions of money, 
arms, ammunition, or otherwise ; what was the character 
and extent of the military equipments in the hands or 
under the control of said mob, and how and when and 
where the same were subsequently used by said mob ; what 
was the value of the arms and ammunition of every de- 
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scription so taken from the said arsenal by the mob ; whether 
the same or any part thereof had been returned, and the 


value of such as were lost; whether Captain Luther Leon 
ard, the United States officer in command of the arsenal 


at the time, communicated the facts in relation to its seizure | 


and robbery to his superior officer, and what measures, if 
any, were taken in reference thereto. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the object of the | 


With- 


orable Senator who 


amendment will be manifest upon its face. 
out any remark upon the hon 
éftvred@t, it purpose | ,if it can be done, to liken 
the recent occurrence at Harper’s Ferry, in Vir- 
ginia, to the late occurrences in the ‘Territory of 
Kansa Now, if that Senator thinks he can ef- 
feet any object by pursuing that procedure, I will 
not standin his way; butI submit, to him and to 
the Senate, that its only effect, if offered as an 
amendment to this resolution, will be to delay or 
to hinder or to embarrass the operation of the com- 
mittee raised for the purposes indicated by the 
resolution. 

I would submit, alec, to that Senator that, if 
the only legitimate object of the inquiry be to as- 
certain facts, and when the facts are ascertained 
to apply thi appropriat lk vislation; in the doeu- 
ment Which he has read, the official report of the 
officer in command at Liberty at the time this act 
is alleged to have been committed, he has an offi- 
cial recital of all the facts connected with it. If 


the honorable Senator thinks there is any legisla- | 


tion wanting to prevent the reeurrence of such an 
attack on, or serzure of, the public arms, he will 
not find me in his way in applying the appropriate 
legislation; or, if at this day, afier four years have 
elapsed, and neither that Senator nor others who 
agree with him have asked an investigation, the 
honorable Senator thinks, notwithsterding this 
lapse of me, that he can attain any object, or 


those with whom he acts can attain any object, by | 


getting up this inquiry, I will not only not be in 
us way, but I will vote for his committee of in- 
quiry. Let him ask for a committee, and | will 
vote with him for it. On the score 
will gain by this course; on the score of ex rmense, 
the country will gain by it; because it will be im- 
possible, if the amendment should be adopted, that 
the committee proposed by the resolution can pur- 
sue both inquiries at onec; one must take pre- 


of time, he | 


cedence of the other, of necessity, and time thus | 


would be lost in getting at whatever object the 
Senator may have in view; and on the score of 
expense, that will be increased, because a new set 
of machinery must be got up for the committee in 
its hew opt rations, 

If the Senator has read the resolution which 
} had the honor to offer yesterday, he will find 
that it only secks an inquiry into facts—nothing 
more; and it lays, as 1 submit with deference, a 
proper foundation for that inquiry. The occur- 
rence at Harper’s Ferry is one of general noto- 
riety—nobody questions that. The public arm- 
ory and arsenal were seized by a body of armed 
men at midnight, when all were asleep; mufders 
were committed upon peaceful citizens in the vil- 
lage; and the troops who were sent there by the 


ures for their own protection. We can have no 
legislation, we can have no information upon which 
we can act as a Senate, a branch of the Legisla- 
ture, unless we have the facts verified by proof. 
That is the whole object of the committee. 


Now, sir, the honorable Senator has all the | 


facts connected with the alleged irruption at Lib- 
erty, in Missouri; and if he can base any legisla- 
tion upon them, let him do it; he will not find me 
in his way. I will go with him, provided my 
judgment concurs with his that legislation 1s re- 
quired; and I say to him again, let him withdraw 
his amendment, and show a proper case for an 
inquiry into the alleged irruption in Missouri, and 
I will vote for his committee. 

I will not ascribe to the honorable 
eames to embarrass the course of this resolution: 
mut L will say to him, what I take i for cranted 
he knows, that if it should be adopted, it willem- 
barrass and delay and hinder it. It will conneet 
two subjects Lo eth r that do not be long to each 
other praperly. lam secking to make no polit- 
ical capital of this; [ ascribe no such motive to 
the Senator; I want to get the facts before the peo- 
4e—nothing more. I want my constituents to 
nonin where they stand in this business; and if it 
is not within the power of Congress to protect the 
States hereafter from machinations, which we in- 


Senator any 


fer exist, and which may be developed by inquiry, | 


then that it may be remitted to the States to take 
proper measures to protect themsclves—a course 
of inquiry not at all germane to that which would 
be instituted under the amendment proposed by 


| the honorable Senator. 


| 


President of the United States to protect the public | 


property were r sisted, and one of them was mur- 
dered and another wounded, Those who made 
the attack brought with them a military equipment 
on a very large scale; so it is alleged, oa Il know 
the fact, for Lsawit. They came under color of 
an organized government. ‘The honorable Sen- 
ator has designated those who came on that mis- 
sion as fools; but yet they came under color of 
an organized government. These are facts which 
I allege can be shown; but they are not yet shown 
in any official form w hatever. 


Another fact, to which the attention of the pro- | 


eae committee is to be directed, and which lies 
vchind all, is to ascertain whence the resources 


were derived for that expedition, who supplied | 
the money and the ammunition, and the counsels | 


that sezt it there, 
any of these facts of any kind. When we get at 
the facts, and establish them as facts, it may be 
that, so far as the public property is concerned, 
we can supply legislation to protect it hereafter. 
So.far as it was the intention, if it was the inten- 
uidw, of those who came there thus supplied with 
money and with arms, to subvert the government 


of any of the States, if it should be found, as 
probably it would be found, that it is not within 
the power of Congress by legislation to prevent 
that, then it will result not to the southern States 
alone, but to all the States. to provide proper meas- | 


There has been no report upon | 


It is the pleasure of the honorable Senator go 
say that we disregarded the shricks from Kansas, 
and that now we have sliricks from Virginia. If 
his tastes, or his political education, lead him to 
speak in that manner of any State of this Union, 
it 18 not for me to be his monitor, or to follow his 
example. I should like to know when that hon- 
orable Senator heard any shricks from Virginia. 
I should like to know if that honorable Senator 
conceives he can be sustained by any even of his 
constituents in speaking in that manner of one of 
the States ofthis Union. Shricks from the State 
of Virginia! Sir, 1 do not know what sort of peo- 
ple, what sort of population are represented in the 
Senate of the United States by one who speaks 
here of shrieks from one of the States of this Union. 
I trust the time may never come—an evil day it 
will be for the continent of America—when the 
States of this Union shall be remitted to their sev- 
ereignty for their protection. But Ido not speak 
it of my own honored State alone; I speak it as 
due to political communities, to sovereign States, 
that you hear no shrieks from them, happen what 


| may in their political relations with other States 


| 


|| ing to it matter that is not germane. 


and other sovereignties. 

I have no control over the course of business 
prescribed by the honorable Senator, but [ sub- 
mit itto him and his political associates that they 
do not attempt to sakedees this inquiry by add- 
I have no 
right to proffer any aid on this side, but if I know 


| those with whom I act,and that honorable Sena- 


tor will lay a proper foundation for any inquiry 


| into misdeeds in this Confederacy by any portion 
|| of the population anywhere, we not only will not 


stifle the inquiry, but we will give him a commit- 
tee. Let him ask one independently, as a right, 
and not seek to tack it on to a totally separate in- 
quiry here, upon a subject of recent occurrence, 
and of most grave moment. I shall, of course, not 


| vote for the amendment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, nothing 
that the Senator from Virginia may say will drive 
me to the position of making any attack upon the 
honored State of Virginia, or saying anything 
disrespectful of her or of any other State. 1 used 
the term ‘‘shriek’’ as it was used in regard to the 
people of Kansas. Sir, I would not cast contempt 
or ridicule upon any portion of the country. Did 
the Senators who used that word in regard to 


the Kansas people mean itas the Senator from’ 


Virginia has construed it? I am not prepared to 
say that the honorable Senator from Virginia has 
ever used that word—I have not looked to see—— 


Mr. MASON. Never, | assure you. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. But I am very certain x | 


has been used repeatedly upon this floor and upon 
the other side of the Chamber, in regard to the 


| people of Kansas, and this is the first time, at any 


rate, that the Senator from Virginia has thought 


, to introduce this amendment, hoping now 
can get his attention to it, net for the purpose of 


December 6. 
proper to administer a rebuke to any one for 
using it. 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator will allow me 
to interrupt him, | will say this: I believe that 
was one of the slang phrases of the day three or 
four years ago, but my impression was—I am 
willing to be corrected—that the term “ shriek”? 
came from the political associates of the honor- 
able Senator, and they were called “ shrieks for 
freedom’’—not * shricks from Kansas,’? That 
is my recollection. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think, Mr. Presideni, it 
will be found that it was a term applied by the 
Democracy to a great perty in this country, call- 
ing them ** Kansas shrickers.’? That is my rec- 
olleetion; and I think it will not be very safe for 
the mhembers of the Senate upon the other side of 
the Chamber to put themselves upon the ground 
that they have not used this term. I have not 
searched the records for it, and I made use of it 
merely as a term that had been used here in ref. 
erence to one of the Territories of the country, and 
by no means in a reproachful spirit in regard to 
the great State of Virginia, which is doubtless 
able to take care of and protect herself. 

What the Senator has said here to-day shows 
that his attention was not called to the outrages 
in the western portion of the country. I lived 
nearer to them than he did; and although I under- 
stood that expeditions were fitted out from the 
very State of Virginia to go to Kansas with a view 
to make it a slave State, and although I under- 
stood that secret organizations were got up in the 
very State of Virginia for that purpose, it seems 
that the Senator paid very_little attention to these 
things three or four years ago. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator indulge me a 
moment? [ never heard of a suspicion that there 
was a secret association in the State of Virginia 
for the purpose of sending people to Kansas. 
There was no occasion in the world to make it 
secret, ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The book from which I 
read shows that a secret organization was got up 
in Virginia. It is not, perhaps, as the Senator 
from Virginia supposes, the official report of the 
officer in charge of the arsenal at Liberty, Mis- 
souri; it is the report of the Kansas investigating 
committee, and the testimony of Captain Leonard 
before that committee. 

Mr. MASON. I understood the Senator to 
say it was the report of the captain. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Itis the sworn statement 
of the captain before that committee. The Sen- 
ator now shakes his head at it. It was because 
we wanted these very facts, that I introduced this 
amendment, The fact appears here but incident- 
ally. A committee was sent to Kansas by the 
House of Representatives, to inquire, I believe, 
in regard to the election of a Delegate from that 
Territory, and make some other inquiries, and 
incidentally, in investigating that question and the 
troubles of Kansas, with which they were to some 
extent charged, it became necessary to ascertain 
where an army of invaders had come from, and 
where they obtained their arms; and in inquiring 
about this organized body which they found en- 
ramped in Kansas, it came out that they were 
from Missouri, and had broken into the arsenal 
at Liberty, and supplied themselves with arms. 
This was not an investigation that the committee 


| was properly charged with; it was an occurrence 


in the State of Missouri, and therefore there is a 
ropriety in ascertaining the facts;and the allusion 
yore to the State of Virginia in connection with 
the Territory of Kansas was for the very purpose 
which, I am happy to say, I have seccaiplinhe 
of getting the Senator’s attention. He could not 
hear, or paid very little attention, four years ago, 
to these things fom the far-off people of Kansas. 
Now his cars seem to be open, ona it is because 
they are open, and because this matter has been 
brought nearer home, that [ have thought coma 
thatwe 


embarrassing his resolution. I shall vote for his 
resolution, whether he and his friends vote down 
my amendment or not. He shall have my sup- 
port to make his investigation, though he will not 
investigate the transaction to which I have called 


| attention; and I trust he will have a unanimous 
| vote in favor of his investigation, and that no 


person will vete against it because he may refuse 
to have this other vestigation also. It seems to 











me particularly appropriate that both investiga- 
tions should be made at the same time and by the 


same committee. 
Sir, the example which has been followed here 


at Harper’s Ferry was setin Missouri. The cases | 


are not altogether parallel. In one case, the ob- 
ject was to extend slavery; in the other to extin- 
guish it. 


their act; in the other case, the men engaged have 
been rewarded by office. Sir, they are not par- 
allel; but had the proper steps been taken four 
years ago, | do not believe the Harper’s Ferry 
affair would ever have happened. I think it owes 
its origin to our overlooking the outrages that 
were committed in the West, and to which hon- 
orable Senators paid very !itile attention at the 
time. Now, sir, I trust they may get that atten- 
tion which they deserve, and that we may deal 
impartially and alike by all violators of the law, 
whether their object be to introduce or extinguish 
slavery. I will stand by the Senator equally in 
maintaining the Constitution of my country and 
the constitutional rights of all, as well in Virginia 
as in Illinois. 


Mr. HALE, Mr. HUNTER, and others ad- | 


dressed the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, if the Senator 
from Virginiaavas going to move to postpone this 
matter until next week I would give way to him, 
but for nothing else. 

Mr. MASON. He will not do that. 


Mr. HALE. Well, I believe, as I have the floor, | 


I will go on. 

Mr. President, I shall begin the few remarks 
I propose to make, by doing what I have not been 
in the habit of doing publicly, and that is defining 


my position, not.on the subject-matters involved | 


am the resolution, but on the resolution itself. I 
am for it, sir. I am for the amendment, but if 
the amendment is voted down I shall go for the 
resolution still. Iam sorry that it has been in- 


troduced this week, because we are not in the | 
habit of doing much work during the first week 


of the session; and I had anticipated we should 


adjourn over from Thursday until next Monday. | 
Generally, we come together a little better at this | 
period of the session than we find ourselves after | 


we have been wrangling here two or three weeks, 
and I wanted to keep up the era of good feeling 
until after Christmas. Eaoghter.) I am sorry 
this thing has been brought in at this early stage 
of the session; but as it is here we have to meet 
it. As I have said, I am for the resolution, but 
I think it is faulty in one particular. I do not 
think it goes far enough. { would go for it if it 
went a good way further, and I think it ought to 
do so. I think this is only dealing with the sur- 


face of things, and I think, sir, it will bother you | 


somewhat when you come to appoint the com- 
mittee after the resolution passes. I beg leave to 
say, sir, | do not want to go on the committee, 
for reasons which I shall state. 

In the first place, I think that this committee 
should be a committee of learned men deeply 
versed in philology, and phsycology, too, [laugh- 
ter,|—I beg gentlemen not to laugh until I get 
through—and theology; though perhaps we can 
get a certificate from some theological institution 
that will save us any questions on the score of 
theology. i 


speech an intimation that looks this matter right 
in the face, that goes to first principles. I have 


heard a speech, or if I have not heard it I have | 


read the report of it, in which a distinguished 
Senator—I i not mean to say Senator, I take that 
back—a distinguished gentleman (I am not cer- 
tain that it did come from a Senator) said that the 
doctrine in the Declaration of Independence that 
**all men are created equal,’’ does not mean what 
it says. 


mean so ornot. He re that, when it declared 
that ‘‘all men are created equal,’’ it simply meant 


that in the time of the Revolution all British sub- 
; equ Well, if that was the whole 
meaning of it, it was a harmless thing, and affords | 
no sort of encouragement to those wild dogmas | 


jects were equal, 


that these fanatics have been preaching. 


Thq@, there is another doctrine that I think de- 
serves to be investigated, and that is one which 


In one case, the persons engaged have | 
been brought to the gallows and have suffered for 


The Senator from || 


: 1 
I think, sir, we ought to go to the bot- | 
tom of this thing; and I think [ have read in some |! 


I want some men versed in philology | 
put on the committee, to know whether that does 


|| some of these fanatics get from the Bible, which 

declares thatGod has made of one blood all th 
|| nations of the earth. Now, | wanta theologian 

on the committee, to know whether that does not 
mean all white men. I think there is something 
in relation to these subjects deeper than these mere 
outbreaks, if you are going to deal with the sub- 
ject faithfully. 

I-am a little embarrassed about this matter, and 
that is the reason why I do not want to goon this 
committee. lam pointed out as one of the cul- 
prits, one of the men aimed at in the resolution. 
I do not mean that the Senator means that; but 
the public papers all over the land have pointed 
me out; and in the city of New York they were 
not content to leave it with the newspapers; they 
had a committee of gentlemen of property and 
standing, who took it into their hands, and had a 
meeting at the Fifth Avenue hotel. [believe that 
five has ¢ o be a eardinal number in numbers: 
and the Fifth Avenue and the Five Points came 
torether this year, {laughter,] and indprs d this 

declaration, and put it forth ina pamphlet, charg- 
ing on myself and some others—I think they did 
us the honor to call us distinguished gentlemen— 
complicity with this transaction. Now, sir, lam 
| not here to plead to that charge, nor to demur to 
it either; but I think you will see at once that, 
|| laying aside my want of the other qualifications, 
it would not be right to put me on this commit- 
tee; and I am not certain that all the members on 
this side of the House, who belong tothe Repub- 
lican party, are not disqualified from sitting on 
this committee in the same way; for it has been 
charged in some pretty high quarters, that if we 
were not directly concerned in it, the doctrines 
that we preach and promulgate tend inevitably and 
directly to just exactly the state of things which 
has been produced. t 
Well, sir, I think the committee should 


ot to be 


structed to report whether there is any organized 


movement by the money and the arms they fur- 
nished, but whether there is not a great political 
party organized in this country that has preached 
doctrines which directly tend to these things. I 
think the resolution, if it is adopt d, should go 
as far as that. 
But, Mr. President, I am one of those who do 
not believe that any great good is to come out of 
| the introduction of this measure into the Senate, 


| that I am perfectly ready to meet it, and I desire 


be just as searching as gentlemen sce fit to desire 
to pend it. I hope that no embarrassment will 
accrue to it, and if this amendment of the honor- 
able Senator from Illinois is calculated to embar- 
rass the inquiry, I hope it will be voted down, and 
those who think that the action of this Govern- 
ment is to be invoked, will have it, and that the 
grounds upon which they desire the interposition 
of the Government may be stated, and that the 
| facts, if there are any facts, which exist, upon 


asked, may be laid before this community, and it 
| may be ascertained whether indeed there has been 
a movement as general as has been charged in the 
political newspapers of the day against prominent 
gentlemen who occupy seats upon this floor. 
But, sir, while I say this, and while I have not 
a word to say at this time in regard to these 
charges which have been made, and which it would 
be idle to shut my eyes to, in the newspaper 
against myself personally, I will say this: that 
upon rather a careful revision of the little that I 
have said heretofore on the subject, I have not a 
word to retract or to take back. I entertain now, 
upon the subject that has been brought before th: 
Senate by this resolution, the sentiments that | 
have always entertained, and I think that nothing 
that has been done in Virginia, or elsewhere, has 
a tendency to impeach the soundness, or the hu- 


that we have ever avowed, or upon which we 
have placed ourselves. I believe, sir, that if this 
investigation could be made thorough; if a light 
like that which beams from the eye of Omnis- 
cience could penetrate the whole history of this 


be laid at the door of anybody else aside from 
the men who were engaged in it, would be found 
to le somewhere else than at the door of the Re 


be | 
charged with that inquiry, and they should be in- | 


party in this country that not only helped this | 


particularly at this time; and | simply rose to say | 
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that it may be met. I desire that the inquiry may | 


which this interposition of the Government is | 


manity, or the constitutionality of any doctrines | 


affair, the blame, wherever it may be, 1f it is to | 


7 
publican party, or ef any considerable number of 
men who enjoy its confidence. 

Sir, if this investigation takes place, and I hop: 
it will, and itis made pretty searching, | think you 
will find another fact, and one that | do not know 
that you will be very proud of. You will find 
something of the estimation and the affection 
which some of your northern Democrats entertain 
for you, if you can find out how the news of thi 
raid, as itis called, was received in some of th 
northern States. Why, sir, some gentlemen, 
whom the tender solicitude of their constituent 
had left in the retirement of private life, free from 
the corroding cares of pgplic station, | know, re 
ceived the news of this outbreak in Virginia with 
a pe rfect yt I} of di livht. The Vy thought the tim 
had come when there was something they could 
eatch hold of to ride into power, 


a hose papers 
and those politicians 


seized it up, and there wa 
but one aspect in which they viewed itand treat 
it, and that was asa god-send by which an ex 
citement might be got up in the northern State 
against the men who had acted with the Repul 
lican party. ‘They imagined that the effect of a 
public opinion which was to be generated out of 
the excitement of this transaction, was to result 
in overwhelming the Republican party with d 
feat. That is the way it was received, ‘That is 
the tender consideration that your friends North 
have for you. They have no tears to shed ove: 
anything of this sort, provided it leads them back 
to power, and gives them a new lease of custom 
houses and post offtees. ‘That is the way it was 
received In the section of country with which | 
am conversant, and the only speculations that 
were had on it were, whether something or other 
could not be 


} 
ul 


made out of it to the advantage of 
the northern Democracy, and to the disadvantage 
of the Republican party. 
For this reason, sir, | do hope that this 
gation will be made thorough and searching, and 
that every fact that can be elicited will be laid 
before the public. Lt is said, upon pretty high 
authority, that there was documentary evidence- 
acarpet bag full of it—which, when it was laid 
before the country, would produce a tremendous 
excitement, and convince the community that men 
in high places and high station in this land wer 
concerned in this affair. I want to see that carpet 
bag turned inside out. | wanteverything that can 
be had to be laid before this community. As I 
said before, the peculiarities of the place m which 
1 stand forbid me, at this time, to put in any dis 
claimers. Ihave none to putin. I stand wher 
I think every man ought to stand, and that is upon 
his own rights and upon his own record. But 1 
will say this, not so much to answer those who 
have attacked me and others, as to do justice to 
agreat cause: so far as I know, so far as my 
knowledge of the public men, with whom itis my 
pride to associate, is concerned, they have never 
made, and never will make, an appeal to slave 
They do not address them. It is no of the 
instrumentalities by which they propose to work. 
Their appeal, so fur as | know, is to the enlight 
ened conscience and the patriotism, net of 
slaves, but of their masters: of those who hold 
the destinies of this country and are r 
for the manney in which the Government is ad 
ministered. The appeal, so far as | know or hav: 
any cognizance, which the Republican party has 
ever made and which it makes to-day, is to th: 
understandings, the consciences, the intelligene 
and the patriotism of those who, under God, a 
responsible for the manner mm which the affairs of 
the Government are administered, and they hav: 
never made or countenanced any app als to slave 


investi 


one 


th 


sponsible 


I say this, sir, not for the purpose of meeting any 
of the idle accusations that have broug 
against me and others: but for the purpose, so f 
as so humble an individual as myself can do it 
disabusing the public mind to any extent in which 
it may have been imposed upon by represent 
tions or suspicions that such is the faet. 

I think, sir, that there has beena great miuistan 
committed in reference to this subie muce! 
by ourselves as by our opponents. If this matte: 
is to be pushed—and I am perfeetl y willing te hav 
it go on just as far as it may—not only in refer- 
ence to the particular acts which are the subj 
of investigation as proposed by the resolutx 
hut to the ultimate results which are supposed to 
come out of this anti-slavery agitation, or rather, 
this pro-slavery agitati m—for the tl 
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comes from. that side; and I think I may say that, | 
ever since I have been a member of this body, 
every time the action of this body has been In- 
voked on this subject, it has not been by those 
who are oppose d to, but by those w ho are in favor 
of slavery. 1 say that, if the ultimate results to 
which the discussion is to come are to be brought 
up and clucidated by this committee, and laid 
before the Senate, | shall be prepared, in my 
humble way, to mect that. { think the time has 
come when we ought to look things in the face as 
they are; and if a state of facts exists such as 
seems, by the public prints, to be supposed to 
exist, we ought to kgow it; and we ought to 
know the foundation on which such a suspicion 
rests. 

[am free to say, sir, that, while I desire now, 
as I always have desired, that this Union may be 
perp tual, | confess that I do see danger to it. I 
do not see danger from anything we are doing in 
the free States—not the slightest; but I do see 
danger to this Union from the continual obloquy, 
reproach, and crimination which is heaped upon 
the people of the free States every time that there 
is anything calling attention to the subject in the 
South. Why, sir, take this very fact—and let it 
be everything that has been said of it, and I doubt 
not it is—of twenty-two men, more or less, about 
that number, doing what th y did in Virginia. 
Instead of its being met, by the public sentiment 
and the public press and the public authorttues, 
as the act of the men who did tt, it was distinetly 
and directly and unequivocatly over and over again 
charged upon other men, with all the confidence 
that it could have been if they had had a judg- 
ment of the highest court in the land that it was 
the fact—charged upon men who knew as litle 
about it as the child that is to be born a century 
hence. 1 think we must exercise a little forbear- 
anec. Ido not ask gentlemen of the South to 
exereise forbearance; but we are the party from 
whom forbearance should come. Sir, we have 
forborne, und we have had contumely and re- | 
proach and bitter accusation, day after day, and 
month after month, and year after year, heaped 
upon us. ‘There ts where, I think, the danger to | 
this Union exists. I do not see, for myself, how | 
southern ~wentlemen-can consent to live ina Union | 
if they believe that those whoare associated with 
them are the characters which the public press 
represent us to be; if we are so utter y false, not 
only to the oaths we have taken to support the 
Constitution, but to the moral obligations which | 
ought to bind men as patriots and Christians. If | 
the sentiment that we are so utterly wanting in | 
all those qualities of character is to be continually 
and eternally iterated and reiterated, from one end 
of the section of the country where these trans- 
actions may take place to the other, there wall be 
a feeling generated that will be fatal to this Union. 

Again, sir, there is danger in another aspect. 
You have asetofvenal politicians in this country— 
we have our full share of them in the northern 
States—who are ready to seize upon every such 
occasion which you give them, to fan and inflame 
and excite public senument; and there are papers 
in the free States which I might name, if | saw 
fit to do so, but I shall not, whose whole voca- | 
tion, whose daily work is, to stir up the waters 
of this strife; and then we have another set of 
men who make a trade of saving the Union, and 
there is to be a convention of these mummies, I 
believe, holden at a future day in Faneuil Hall, 
who will tuke this subject up. But the whole 
tendency and the whole effect of all these move- 
ments is to vitiate and to abuse and to embitter 
public opinion. 

Sir, whatever may be said to the contrary, I 
speak for myself—and I do not choose to speak 
for others, because others are here, and can speak | 
for themselves—I do not plead guilty here, or | 
elsewhere, to having been, on any occasion or at 
any time, one of those who have given utterance, | 
by word or by deed or by act, to anything that | 
ean justly subject me, individually, to any of | 
these charges; but I deny them utterly and en- | 
tirely, and | am willing to go for any investiga- | 
tion and any measure that will throw light upon | 
the public councils or give peace te the country. 
But, sir, I believe that peace is to be had by jus- | 
tice, and that we shall not do anything to procure 
peace to a distracted country by an unmanly and | 
pusillanimous surrender of what are our just 
rights and the rights of our constituents. If the | 


| 


honorable Senator thinks that any of the constit- 
uency which | represent have anything to do with 
any of these measures, I shall not interpose the 
slightest objection to any inquiry he may propose 
to make. 

Sir, there have been some things in the public 
press that it requires a great degree of forbearance 
in the public mind of the free States to tolerate. 


lence published in the papers of some ofgthe slave- 
holding States. 
Enquirer, if 1 am not mistaken, there was an 


advertisement offering a reward of $10,000 for the | 


head of a distinguished citizen of Ohio—$10,000 


if he was brought alive, or $5,000 for his dead | 


body. ‘Then, immediately upon that advertise- 
ment appearing, there came out a section of a 
public law passed here in 1846—I have not got 
it before me—by which we undertook to confer 
upon the judge s of the Federal courts authority 
to carry a ciuzen from any one State to any other 
State for the purpose of testifying in the Federal 
courts. A warrantfor that purpose may be issued, 
I believe, upon the affidavit of any district attor- 


ney; and any Federal judge, in any State of the | 


Union, may Issue such a paper, and send it out 
and bring any individual before him. I desire to 
say a word on that proposition, and say it here 
and now, though it is not exactly germane to this 
resolution, 

i do not know but that such a use as has been 


suggested may be attempted to be made of that || 


provision of the law. think the law was im- 
providently passed, because 1 believe this Fed- 
cral Government has no sort of authority to take 
any eitizen out of his State, except in the two 
iustanecs that are provided for in the Constitution, 


and they are fugitives from justice and fugitives | 


from labor; and, inmy judgment, the amendment 
to the Constitution which secures to the people 
and to the States those rights which they have 
not surrendered, precludes the idea of any other 


power of taking a citizen out of his State ; and if 


we iad a Supreme Court where any question as 
to the rights of freemen was safe when brought in 
collision with those of slavery, the citizens of the 
free States would be perfectly safe there; but we 
have got no such Supreme Court. The tribunal 
which sits in this Capitol has shown that, in every 
question in which the rights of freemen of the 
free States are brought in collision with the re- 
quirements of slavery, its members are themselves 
the basest slaves of the slave power. They do 
not enjoy, and I thank God for it, nor are they 
entitled to, the confidence of the people of the free 
States. | hope, sir, that such a proceeding as 
has been intimated as finding its authority in the 
law referred to, will be resisted whenever the at- 
tempt is made. I hope that we shall find out in the 
progress of the history of this Government that 
our fathers actually left two tribunals, and that 
the States are not to be entirely swallowed up in 
this vortex of Federal usurpation. It looks to me 
as an omen of peculiar significance that the very 
politicians who a few years ago were loudest in 
their assertion of State rights, and relied upon 
that great conservative clement in the Constitution 
for the preservation of penta aby are now, to- 
day, the men who are the very foremost in tramp- 
ling those rights under foot, and yielding anything 
and everything to the usurpations of the Federal 
power. 

Sir, if all the doetrines that have been proclaim 
in relation to this Federal power are to prevail, 
and the free States are to an to them, then we 
have no Confederation, but we have one great 
gigantic Federal central power that is embracing 
everything within its own grasp. They may do 


| it, but | do hope, and I do trust in God, and in the 


people, too, that the usurpation of the Federal 
power, in this respect, will be taken heed of by 
the Legislatures of the free States, and that they 
will place their foot firmly upon the line of the 
Constitution, and say to any Federal officer com- 
ing with any precept from any tribunal, that when 
he trenches upon th » sacred ground of State rights 
he will be resisted by all the force and all the 
power thatthe State can call to its aid. It is in 


| this way, and in this way alone, that the liberties 
of the people can be preserved against the constant 
and the alarming encroachments of the Federal 
power sanctioned by the Federal judiciary. You 
cannot make any claim that they will not indorse. 
I judge of the future by the past, and as was said 


I think that in the Richmond | 


December 6, 


by a distinguished man, a good while ago, I know 
no better lamp to guide my fect than the light of 
experience, and experience teaches me that when 
freedom is brought in collision with slavery, the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and your 
whole Federal array, are all the basest slaves of 


power, striking down the most sacred guaranties 


| and provisions of the Constitution. 
There have been incitements to blood and tg vio- | 


Why, sir, the trials in your Federal courts, 
growing out of the attempt to enforce the fugi- 
tive slave law, are the most outrageous and the 
most monstrous perversions of justice that are to 
be found on record even in the bloodiest times of 

, English history. They do not deserve to be named 
in the history of judicial proceedings; but when 
some man whose taste shall lead him to write a 
history of mobs shall give it, then the proceed- 
ings of your Federal courts will find an appro- 
priate place, and not till then. They have got so 
now, sir, I believe, in some of the States, that 
there is no jury law at all, and if there is, it is 
not heeded.” They send out a marshal and he 
catches whom he pleases for a jury, and, lest he 
may not catch the right sort, the judge undertakes 
to imterrogate them to know, in the first place, 

| what their opinions are; and if they have any 

scruples against rendering just exactly such a 

verdict as he wants, he will not let them be sworn; 
and they call thata jury-trial, and it is sanctioned 
by your highest Federal judges! 

I have been led into this train of remarks, not 
that I think they are all of them exactly germane 
| to the resolution; I did not suppose they were; 
‘and I do not believe exactly that the resolution is 

germane to any legislation that we shall have to 
' consider; nor do I believe that when the resolu- 
| tion is passed, and the investigation is had, and 
the report is made, the gentlemen who have moved 
it will be very swift to ask for any Federal action; 
and I will tell you why, sir. It is awwery good 
thing to have Federal action if we could always 
have it on our side; and there are no gentlemen 
who have scouted the idea of Federal action on 
the subject of slavery more than those represent- 
| ing slaveholding States, when it was latahen 
to be exercised for the purpose of restraining or 
restricting slavery. I remember, sir, in the ses- 
sion of 1848, when a distinguished Senator from 

South Carolina, not now amongst the livin, John 

| C. Calhoun, made his great speech on the Oregon 
bill. I remember how he opened thet speech. 

He opened it by saying—I see the Senator from 

Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] and | think he was a 

member of the Senate at the same time, and he 
will recollect it—that the very great advantage 
which the slaveholding States had over the free 

States in that controversy was, that they asked 

for no Federal action, but they stood opposing 

Federal action, which was invoked, as he said, by 

| the free States. Well, sir, there was something 
plausible, to say the least of it, in that assump- 
tion, and it was that they stood upon the broad 
basis of the Constitution and invoked no action; 
while they said the free States were invoking ac- 
| tion prejudicial to their interests. Mr. Calhoun 
| began that famous speech with an avowal of the 
very greatadvantage which they had in the position 
they occupied, in that respect, that they invoked 
no Federal action. Now, however, I understand 

Federal action is to be invoked. I understand it 

not only from the resolution; but I understand it 
| from some other things that I have read and 
| heard. I think I heard the same avowal made by 

/an honorable Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 

Brown, ] at the last session of Congress, when he 

said that if certain things were done the South 
would invoke the action of Congress for the pro- 
tection of slavery in the Territories. Well, sir, 
it is not sechaeth certain, though it may be pro- 
bable, that if this Federal action is invoked, and 
you get it, you can always eontrol it. Itis not 
absolutely certain but that, in the progress of the 
future, there may be a time when the Federal ac- 
tion that you are now invoking for the protection 
of slavery may be in hands that will find the 
precedent supplied to them, and the Federal action 

invoked and exerted, and they may think that a 

little Federal action may then be employed for 
freedom as well as for slavery. For that reason 

I think, when gentlemen who are now invoking 

this action, come to look at the question and see 

'| the results to which it may lead, and the conse- 

|| quences that may follow, that upon the whole 

they will come to the conclusion that although a 








1859. 


little Federal action might be a little wholesome 
just about this time, for this particular case, yet 
that it will be a dangerous precedent to set, and 
that it may be invoked and employed on the other 
side of the question. ; 

I had hoped that this subject would not be intro- 
duced at this time. As I said before, it is unusual 


for such measures to be proposed at this period | 


of the session; but if it is insisted on, | am pre- 
pared to vote. 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I rise to ex- | 


press my surprise at the manner in which the 
resolution offered by my colleague has been re- 


ceived—a resolution temperate, proper, and made | 


eminently necessary by circumstances of recent 
oceurrence. I had presumed that no obstacle 
would be thrown in the way, but that Senators 
on all sides of the House would agree to go into 
the inquiry. 

lt is known to all that a most atrocious outrage 
has been committed upon the State which I have 
the honor, in part, to represent; that the people of 
a town reposing in the hour of night, in all the 
confidence of peace and of conscious innocence 


of all purpose of wrong to all mankind, were sud- | 


denly invaded and attacked by a band of armed 
men from the non-slaveholding States; that un- 
armed men were shot down in the streets, that 
murders were committed, that an attempt was 


ginia; that men were seized and dragged from 


their habitations at night, and that attempts were | 
made to excite servile insurrection and civil war || 
Itis known, too, sir, |) 


in its most horrid form. 
that complicity has been charged, not on the 
part of the South, but by individuals professing 
to have been in the employment of persons and 
associations in the non-slaveholding States; and, 


it is also known, vo those who come from the | 


South, at least, that the public mind of the South 
has been startled, not so much by the foray of 


Brown and his twenty-three men, as by the open || 


sympathy and approbation which have been man- 
ifested in portions of the North in regard to that 
attempt, and the apparent indifference with which 
it has been treated by those whom we had a right 
to hope would have been more conservative in 
their feelings and actions upon such a subject. 


Sir, | had supposed that such indecent exhibi- | 


tions of sympathy for crime would have been 


frowned down by an outburst of public opinion | 
on the part of those in the midst of whom such | 


things were perpetrated. But, as I said before, 
the public mind of the South has been startled at 


the apparent indifference with which all this has | 


been received. Does any man suppose that if a 
band had been organized in Virginia to burn a 
northern city or to sack its houses, that they 
would not have been treated with all the severity 
of the law, and all that public indignation could 
visit on their guilty heads? 
would have been our sentiments in such an event, 


what must be the feelings of every southern State, || 
when they see the mode in which this outrage | 


upon us has been treated ? 

And now, sir, when my colleague proposes, in 
temperate language, merely to inquire into the 
facts of the case, and to raise a committee to see 


whether anything can be done by the authorities || 
of this Government to prevent the repetition of | 


such outrages, how is it met? The Senator 
from Illinois proposes to stifle such an inquiry by 
making a party issue, and turning the whole sub- 
ject into a matter of mere partisan warfare and 

iscussion. Doeshe suppose that we in the South 
look upon this asa party question? Does he sup- 
pose that the peace and safety of a community 


are regarded there as matters and subjects for || entreaty to the Senate to pass this resolution. 


| there shall be no law, either State or Federal, by 
which to punish or suppress them? Is this com- 


against outrages On our peace and our et 


| offense, instead of defense, in the hands of our | 
| allies, it is time that we should know it. 


| Sition in those States te whom we are bound by 
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| If they think that this question does not rise be- | 


yond the dignity of a mere p&rty dispute, and are 
willing to prevent its proper consideration by such 
discussions and mode of treatment—let us know 
it. Itis time that we were made aware of such 
a state of feeling in regard to our rights, our peace, 
and honor, if in truth it exists. 

Stull less had we supposed that such question 
was to be met with the levity of the Senator from 
New Hampshire Why, sir, upon such occa- 
sions as these, upon such an occasion as this—l 
will not say as these, for it has no parallel in the 
history of our Government—to see such a subject | 
treated with the levity in which he is disposed to 
deal with it, sounds to me, at least, like the laugh 
of the inebriate or the insensate in the chamber 
of death itself. I tell him, sir, that much depends 
upon what is the real state of northern feeling 
in regard to these matters. We know we can 


‘defend ourselves against such outrages as this; 


against the forays of men who may get up such 
expeditions as these, and attempt to get up ser- 
vile war among us; we hope we can defend our- 
selves against all the hazards to which we may 
probably be exposed; but it becomes a much 
graver question to say how we are to deal with 
the subject if we become convinced that such at- 
tempts find support, not only in the sympathy of 


| the great mass of the North, but in contributions 
openly made not only to subvert the Constitution | 


of the United States, but the constitution of Vir- | 


that may actually be raised for their assistance. 
My colleague proposes that a committee shall 


| be appointed to inquire whether there may not 


be some remedy for it. If there be no remedy, 
a he has intimated as his opinion,) so faras the 
State is concerned, to be found in the powers of 


| the General Government, is it too much that we 
should expect, from the sympathy and the sense 


of duty of our co-States, that they should do 
something to put down such combinations? Ifa | 
fillibustering expedition be gotten up against a | 
foreign State, we have laws by which it may be 
suppressed and punished; but is it to be said, that | 
here, under the sanctions of a Union, such things | 
may be done in our confederated States, and that 


mon Government, this Union, to be used only to 
stay the arms of the States for the purposes of 
self-defense, and give us no means of protection 
ry 
on the part of our confederates and brethren? If 
this common Union is to become an instrument of | 


If there 
be no power here to prevent such things, is there | 
no disposition in the co-States, is there no dispo- | 


the bonds of union and a common Government 
to repress and suppress them? Would not the dic- 
tates of common 1umanity induce them to do it, 


|| if there were nothing in those higher obligations | 
Knowing that such | 


of belonging to the same family and of being 
members of the same Union? If the power be 
wanting in the one, and the disposition should 
not exist in the other, it is plain that we have but | 
one remaining source of defense and must look 
to ourselves, 

Yes, sir, if such is the case; if we cannot ex- 
pect any such sympathy, any such common jus- 
tice; if there be in truth such an alienation of 
feeling on the part of the non-slaveholding States, 


| is it not time to know it? And if we cannot get 
| through a resolution of common inquiry, tem- 


perate, courteous, as this is, without having it 


| smothered with party issues and amendments, 


designed to introduce such debates as we have just 
heard, let the fact be ascertained at once. 

Mr. President, I shall address no words of 
If 
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of the subject was to exonerate the Senate, if it 
were guiltless, of any connection with an act 
which stands out prominently as the first—L hope 
it may be the last—of those violent proceedings 
which can only be considered civil war. The 
newspapers have connected prominent individuals 
in the northern states; they have not spared Sen- 
ators themselves in this connection. The Senate 
owes it to the country—a duty to itself, a duty 
to the Government of which it is an important 
and conservative part—that it should inquire to 
the bottom, and see whether its body is tivolved 
in any such corruption as has been intimated. 


| That, I confess, was my grgat desire for the in- 


quiry. I was gratified, therefore, to hear the 
Senators say, not for themselves alone, but for all 
with whom they were associated, that they be- 
lieved they had no complicity with this transac- 
tion. é 

Sut why should the question of the Liberty 
arsenal be connected with this? Is it merely a 
question of seizing ille gally, robbing, if you please, 
public property? That is but one of the minor 
considerations. The great consideration is the in- 
vasion of a State to disturb its domestic peace, the 
preservation of which is a purpose which stands 
prominent among the great objects for which our 
Union was formed, Why did our fathers band 
together? Mainly to preserve domestic peace and 
insure the liberty and prosperity of the States for- 
ever. Is this merely a question of property stolen, 
or is it to be sunk lower still sad viewed merely 
in the clouded and bemired aspect of party poli- 
tics?) Sir, we are faithless to our oaths when we 
take such views of the question as these. We have 
a duty to perform, a high and solemn duty. It 
demands deliberate and grave consideration. We 


_ should meet it as men who either seek to preserve 


our Government, or who avow the purpose to 
destroy it. 

Can the Government continue, should it con- 
tinue, as the mere shield to protect one portion of 
the United States in making war upon another? 
Can the citizens of Virginia allow the citizens of 
other States, under the privileges and immuni- 
ties which the Constitution secures, to invade 
their peace and disturb their domestic relations? 
Far better, if such is the motive which prompts 
them, that they were foreign Governments, with 


police stations along each border, and passports 


required with such inquiry into the character of 
persons coming in as would secure to peaceful 
women and helpless children immunity from the 
incendiary and the assassin. 

I trust, sir, there will be no disposition on the 
part of the Senate to embarrass or to gon yer an 
inquiry which they owe to themselves, and which 
is so essential to the country. As to the Liberty 


| arsenal transaction, it has no parallelism with the 


case on hand. The two are not im any essential 
degree alike. An armory was attacked at one 
place; an arsenal at another. Arms were taken 
from both, and there all likeness ends. It does 
not appear, it never was alleged, that those who 
went to Liberty and seized arms intended to hold 
the arsenal as a strong place where they might 
resist the community among whom it was*situ- 
ated. They went to get arms and ammunition 
and to go with them elsewhere, where that which 
might be fairly denominated civil war was already 
raging. Again, when they got the arms they 
wentaway, and afterwards returned them—show- 
ing no purpose to steal, but to seize them for a 
time for use in a border warfare, which none will 
attempt now to justify. As to where the onus of 
blame lies for the existence of that war, that is 
a different question, and itis beneath the dignity 
of the object of our present consideration to go 
into it. 


they think it is a subject not worthy of investi- 

gation, let us know it. They will hear nothing 
| more from me on that subject. It is information 
which I think we are entitled to ; it is an inquir 

| which ought to be made. If the Senate ‘hall 
| think differently, the sooner they say so the better. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, mingled with | 


perty disputes and for obtaining perty capital? || 
t is in a far different and far higher light that they | 
are looking to it, and that they have been looking 

to it with anxiety, to ascertain, if possible, what | 
was the real state of feeling in the non-slaveholding 
States in regard to such outrages. They are loth 
to believe that such things can be treated with | 
indifference by the great mass of those who are | 
bound to us by the ties of acommon Government 
and a common Union; but if such be the feeline— 
let us knowit. if gentlemen here think it is im- 
proper to institute such an in uiry ; that our peace 
and safety, and our lives and property, are the 
cheap subjects upon which any man and any ad- 
venturer may try his experiment—let us know it. 


The Senator from Illinois, however, committed 
a great mistake when he supposed that the inse- 
curity of the public property—for thus he argued 
—had caused the removal of the arsenal from 
Liberty to some other place. That was not the 
reason. The arsenal at Liberty was properly sit- 

uated there at the time when Liberty was on the 
the regret which I have felt, at the tone in which || frontier;when arms and ammunition were required 
this matter has been discussed by the two Sen- || there for use against marauding bands of Indians; 
ators on the other side of the Chamber who have || but when the tide of settlement advanced, when 
spoken, there has been at least one gratifying || 


) the line of transportation no longer touched it, but 
| fact; and that is the distinctness with which they || departed from Fort Leavenworth, Fort Leaven- 
disavow for themselves and their friends any | 


worth became the point from which supplies came 
complicity in the transaction. I thought one of || to be sent out; and 1 am not aware that the re- 


the great inducements we had to the consideration || moval of the arsenal from Liberty to Fort Leaven- 
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referred to. As tothe statement of Captain Leon- 


ard, ! would receive it in its entirety. He isan hon- | 


orable man, agallant soldier, who has borne arms 
for his country, who pe rformed di: tinguished ser- 
vice on the field of Plattsburg. He 1s living, to- 
day, a monument of the time when northern men 
did not consider partisan advantages w hen the in- 
terests of the w hol country were involv d. He 
was a northern man by birth; he was from Ver- 
mont; but, sir, it was neither a question of anti- 
slavery nor pro-slavery with Leonard. As an offi- 
cer of the Government, he had hisduty to perform, 
and I believe he performed it honestly and fear- 
lessly at all time He was seized, overpowered, 
and the arms were taken away from him; such,as 
J remember, was his re port : | have not referred 
to it recently. It was not then a question of 
extending slavery or restricting slavery—a dis- 
crimination that is now sought to be made between 
the two cases. It was the search of men who 
were engaged in border warfare in Kansas as to 
where they could get arms, and they seized the 
public arms. The other was a case of disturb- 
ing the sovereignty, the peace, the constitutional 
rights of the people of one of the States of the 
Union. 

The Senator from New Hampshire quoted a 
remark of Mr. Calhoun, and referred to me as 
one who was here at the time; but he did not 
state, and it would have been fair in him to have 
gone on and stated, what were the circumstances 
under which Mr. Calhoun made the remark. 
There was then an attempt on the part of those 
wlio were opposed to the extension of slavery to 
introduce a law prohibitory of its extension into 
Oregon and other Territories. Clearly, then, the 
great advantage which the South had was, that 
she was standing still when all that was proposed 
to be done was evil. In the Senator’s sl 
reference to my colleaguc, the case was entirely 
different. I do not pretend to state what the posi- 
tion of my colleague was; but certainly the cases 
are wholly unlike when constitutional rights are 
invaded in one, and when constitutional rights are 
to be protected in the other. 
one is resistance—in the other, action, 
suppose that my colleague has ever said we had 
no protection now. Ido not suppose he is willing 


sequent 


The remedy in the 
I do not 


to admit to-day, orever hasadmiticd, that the laws | 
and the Government of the United States do not | 


afford us protection. 


I trust itis adequate; in the | 


hands of faithful exccutive officers 1 hope it will | 
alwayssoremain. But the Senator goesontorefer | 


to what may be the state of the case when the Ex- 


ecutive changes, and what may be the state of the | 


case when the purpose for which the Federal Gov- 
ernment isinvoked maychange. Then, sir, Lhave 
only to tell him that, when the Executive shall use 
the powers intrusted to him, for the protection of 
constitutional rights, for their destruction, and the 
Congress of the United States shall legislate not to 
secure to us the blessings of peace, not to secure 
to us the rights of liberty, and the protection of 
p rson and property, then the Government will 
vave been perverted from the purpose for which 
it was established, and we shall recur to our 
reserved rights. 

I have no wish to cripple the power of the Fed- 
eral Government; I have no wish to put it in 


fetters that will prevent it from discharging its | 


legitimate duty, for the fear that if properly en- 
dowed its powers may at some time be used for 
our destruction. I trust the people of whom I 
aman humble representative will never sink so far 
beneath the dignity of their fathers as only to feel 
that they are secure under a king-log. Sufli- 
ciently intelligent to understand their rights, suf- 


turb the peace of their neighbors. This Govern- 
ment was instituted to protect the people against 
the invasion of their rights, from any quarter 
whatever. 


The President is empowered by the | 


Congress to call out the militia to suppress Insur- | 


rection and repel invasion. That word ‘inva- 
,”’ once had a signification which carried the 
mind simply to foreigners alone. God forbid we 
should ever come to learn that it means likewise 


sion 


a portion of our own brethren; and may He also | 


forbid that the time shall ever come when we 
shall have an Executive who would shrink from 


the performance of that duty with the directness, 


manliness,and honesty which have been displayed 
by James Buchanan. 
Mr. GREEN. 


regret hearing any reference made to the by-gone 


Mr. President, I very much | 
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worth resulted from the transaction which has been 


scenes and days of Kansas; and I certainly must | 


consider it as very inappropriate. 


All the ques- | 


tions springing out of that Territory, and of the | 


events which there occurred, are past and gone; 
and when this absolute and direct attempt to sub- 
vert the Government was made at Harper’s Ferry, 
[ had supposed it would meet the unanimous con- 
demnection of every man in the land not engaged 
in it. The Senator from Illinois says he does 


| condemn it; but it looks very extraordinary, to 


«iy mind, at least, that he should seek to associate 


with it and to connect with it the old and for- | 

° | 
Is it to lessen the enor- || 
mity of the deeds of Brown and his associates? | 


rotten scenes of Kansas. 


| Is it to divert public attention from their proper 


consideration and condemnation? What is the 
purpose? Be the purpose what it may in his own 
mind, I must be indulged, in behalf of Missouri 


|! and Missourians, in a few words of vindication 
| of them from the remarks he made in seeking to 


assimilate the events of Kansas with this direct 
attack, by proclamation and by attempted consti- 


| tutional organization, to subvert the Federal Gov- 


Territory of Kansas? 


ernment of the Union. 

There was a depository of arms in the State 
of Missouri. The Mr. Thompson to whom the 
Senator from Illinois referred 1s a highly honor- 
able and good citizen. Arms were taken from 
that place, for what purpose? To seek to estab- 
lish slavery in Kansas, as the Senator asserts in 
the Senate? Notone word of it, sir. Toseck to 
subvert any law in the State of Virginia or in the 
Not one word of it, sir. 
Whatthen? Inthe Territory of Kansas, the legal 


authorities were resisted by the Emigrant Aid So- || 


ciety, carrying Sharpe’s rifles, setting at defiance 
the laws of Kansas. 
To vio- 
late law? ‘To subvert government? No; but to 
resist the lawless bands that had been brought in 
through the instrumentality of the Emigrant Aid 
Society. That assistance was extended by some 
citizens of Missouri. It may be said that the 
generous impulse of their hearts to aid and assist 
the lawful authorities of the neighboring Terri- 
tory induced them to cross a boundary which 
they ought not to have crossed; that is all that 
can be said to their condemnation; but whether 
so or not, whether they did right or wrong in 


. ? r 
crossing the boundary line that separated Kansas | 


| from Missouri, they went to uphold the lawful 


authorities of the Territory, not to plant slavery || 


anywhere, not to excite insurrection anywhere, 
but to maintain and support the constitutional 
authority of the Territory. This is the truth, 


and the remarks of the Senator shall not be per- | 


mitted to go broadcast over the land, in the light 


|| in which he chooses to consider the transaction, 
| without my correction. 


ficiently brave to defend them, they have proved | 


loyal to the Government, and loyal they will re- 
main to it so long as it remains true to its duty. 
When its powers shall be perverted from pro- 
tection to destruction, their allegiance will céase, 
and with the same spirit in which they instituted 
this Government they will build up another. 
We, therefore, Mr. President, look to this Gov- 
ernment that it may show its good faith to the 
obligation which the Constitution imposes, to 
protect us in our rights of person and property as 
far as the Federal functions extend. We expect 


of the Federal Government, in consideration of | 


the fact that the States offer no barrier to the mi- 
gration of individuals from other States, that it 
will sce that lawless mobs do not go forth to dis- 


Again, the inappropriatencss of the reference 
must strike every one who will tax his memory 
enough to go back in congressional history to 


the record of 1856. Subsequent to these scenes || 


the whole matter was investigated; all of the then 
denominated civil war was gone into. The efforts 
to interfere with the affairs of Kansas were first 
made by the soeicties of Massachusetts, and 
preachers of the Gospel asked contributions of 
Sharpe’s rifles to arm bands, and send them there 
to resist law. After these things were all done, 


, and a counter resistance had been made from Mis- 


souri, but a counter resistance to maintain and 
uphold law—I will not my who was right and 
who was wrong—the whole matter was submit- 


|| ted to a committee in this body; was thoroughly 
and completely investigated; and the Senator’s 
own colleague [Mr. Dovetas] made an elaborate 





The legal authorities of || 
| Kansas requested assistance, for what? 
| ’ 
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report in which the legal, constitutional authori- 
ties were maintained and sustained, and the assist- 
ance they received from the Missourians passed 
without condemnation. 

Now, it will not do to go back and say it was 
all wrong. Whether right or wrong, shall w: 
keep up a perpetual quarrel on subjects that have 
been investigated and settled? Must we, at every 
meeting of this body, instead of turning our ai- 
tention to the present condition of the country 
and shaping our legislation soas to meet the wants 
of the country, go back five or ten years and quar- 
rel over old subjects long since investigated, set- 
tled and determined and past? 

For m¥ part, I look upon the unfortunate occur- 
rence at Harper’s Ferry as demanding some ac- 
tion of the Federal Government. As to the scenes 
that transpired in Kansas four or five years ago, 
though I differ with the Senator from Illinois as 
to the cause of the difficulty there; but whether | 
am right or wrong, it is best to let them all pass, 
That is a subject in the prior history of the coun- 


|| try. The acts which transpired then are recorded, 
| and posterity will judge either with him or myself 


| when they come to review them. So far as the 
| pore application is concerned, it ought not to 
| be associated or connected with the occurrences 
| that took place in Kansas. The only object I have 
in view is to keep up the separation; but, at the 
same time, if he wants a reéxamination, to con- 
| cede to him a committee independent and separat 
| from this. ‘The whole action of the Missourians 
in that regard is open to public inspection, ready 
| to be investigated, and they are willing to have it 
investigated. The honorable Senator himself may 
have 7 committee he pleases for that purpose. 
Sut let the inquiries be separate. Let us not look 
back so far to stir up subjects of irritation, to in- 
crease the discord, to magnify the ill feeling that 
unfortunately already exists. My only purpose 
in rising was to correct the Senator. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, it seems 
to me, if I understand gentlemen correctly on all 
sides of the House, that there can be no occasion 
for any debate or dispute. Both the subjects of 
inquiry are to be attended to, as I understand. 
| The inquiry proposed by the honorable Senator 
| from Virginia, seems to mect the approbation of 
| every Senator who has expriuned an opinion. 
The inquiry proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Illinois, who moves the amendment, does 
not seem to be objected to, certainly not by the 
honorable Senator from Virginia. I suppose the 
only objection is that these two subjects should 
be united together and referred to the same com- 
mittee. I presume the Senator from Virginia is 
entirely willing to have the subject of inquiry in 
relation to the arsenal on the borders of Kansas 
referred to a different committee. A simple reso- 
lution, then, that these two subjects shall be re- 
ferred to different committees, it seems to me, 
would silence all objection on every side; and I 
hope that course will be taken. A very slight 
amendment in the conclusion of the resolution, 
simply declaring that the two subjects shall be 
| referred to different committees, will meet every 
objection. 

1 think it is of some little consequence that as 
far as possible we should avoid discussion at this 
time upon a subject of such recent and irritating 
| character as that which now has been attracted 
| by the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia. 
We meet under circumstances of peculiar respons- 
ibility and peculiar care and concern to the 
whole country. I have aot known a Congress at 
any time assembled, unless it be in time of foreign 
war, under circumstances so much demanding the 
| Senate’s calmness and consideration as at present. 
The subject proposed for reference by the gentle- 
man from Virginia is undoubtedly a very grave 
| one, and ought to be treated as such. Sir, I shall 
not go into it at all, because that would lead to 
the very debate which I think may be very profit- 
ably avoided on this occasion. here is enough 
of passion, enough of irritation, and enough of 
excitement in every partof the Union. You, si’, 
and those over whom you preside, as the fathers 
of the country, may be expected to set an exam- 
ple of forbearance and of deliberation. I hope we 
shall do so, sir. 
| Undoubtedly the resolution of inquiry proposed 
| by the gentleman from Virginie. is entirely, to say 
| the least of it, unobjectionable. I have some ap- 


'prehensions that both these resolutions, in all 
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their results, and in the inquiries to which they 
may lead, will be found scarcely to compensate 
for the labor of making the investigations; for I 
think both subjects are sufficiently within our 
knowledge now to furnish ground for all the legis- 
lation of which they arecapable. However, si, 
the gentleman from Virginia very naturally de- 
sires an inquiry into a subject so deeply and so 


THE 


dearly affecting the State which he represents. | 


The gentleman from Illinois thinks that the public 
welfare requires that we should investigate the 
other case mentioned. I have no objection to 
that. 
not intended in any way to obstruct the execution 
of the resolution ofthe gentleman from Virginia 


That inquiry can do no harm; and, if it is | 


for his inquiry, I hope that no objection will be | 


made to either, and that the Senate will, after they 
have adopted the resolution, appoint the commit- 
tee, and there let the matter for the present rest, 
and let.us have a few days more to recover all 


our calmness and give all our consideration to | 


the irritable and important questions which now 
press upon us. 

I rose simply to suggest this mode of reconciling 
the views of gentlemen, and rendering unneces- 


sary any debate on the merits of these resolutions, | 


and particularly any recurrence to circumstances 
and events in the past which gentlemen seem dis- 
posed to make. * 

Mr. WILSON. I shall vote, Mr. President, 
very cheerfully, for the proposition made by the 
Senator from Virginia; and I shall also vote for 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Illinois; but I would not do so if it was intended 
in any manner to obstruct any investigation under 
the original proposition. 


be sapaintes and that a searching investigation 
shall be made; 

in any way in the movement at Harper’s Ferry, I 
am willing that that person shall be held respons- 
ible before the country. 

Now, sir, the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Hunter] has alluded to the public sentiment of 
the country. I believe I utter but the sentiment 
of all Senators around me from the free States 


when I say, that when the intelligence of this | 
movement was first received, it was regarded by | 


the public press and by the people as a strike of 
the workmen at the armory. When the intelli- 

ence came of its real character, it was received 
> the press and the people with emotions of 
sincere and profound regret. But, sir, an election 


was pending in the States of New Jersey and | 


New York, and, for mere partisan purposes, one 


or two papers in the city of New York opened | 


the most violent assault and made the most false 


and infamous charges against public men and the | 
i This | 


course excited universal indignation. That such 


masses of the people in the free States. 


charges were made against men who never 
dreamed of a thing of that kind, excited and 
aroused the people. I venture to say that not one 


in ten thousand of the people of the free States | 


ever dreamed that such a movement was on foot 
or knew anything about it or had any connection 
with it, aad they felt outraged by the cruel and 
unjust accusations made against the people of the 
free States. 

It was my fortune to spend two or three weeks 
in the States of New York and New Jersey pend- 
ing that election. I never sawa man in either of 


regret it. The leader of that movement at Har- 
per’s Ferry, by his bearing, his courage, his 
words, his acts, has excited the deepest sympathy 
of many men, and extorted the admiratien of all, 
during his trial and during all the scenes that have 
since taken place. I believe that to be the senti- 
ment of the country generally. Men believed 
that he was sincere, that he had violated the law, 
but that he had followed out his deepest and sin- 


I am willing that this | 
resolution shall be adopted, that a committee shall | 


and whoever may be wg 


and discreet magistrate; had these parties been 
brought to trial at the proper time, and tried fairly ; 
had he sent a few constables, or perhaps a few 
armed men there, to preserve order; had he held 
these parties responsible, and not attempted to 
implicate men, for partisan purposes, in com- 
plicity with it; had he dealt with this question as 
it should have been dealt with by a discreet and 
proper man, who had no ulterior purpose to gain, 
what we witness in this country to-day would 
never have taken place. 

Sir, I shall vote most cheerfully for this investi- 
gation. I hope it will be thorough; I hope the 
investigation will be honest; I hope it will go to 
the bottom of the affair. I shall vote: for the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois as it has 
been presented; and I shall vote for the origina! 
proposition with or without it. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, [ am glad that 
the honorable Senator from Virginia has brought 
forward this proposition. Iam notonly in favoref 


| it, but [am glad that it has been brought forward; 


and I believe that if it had not been brought for- 
ward by the honorable Senator from Virginia, it 
would have been brought forward by some of the 
honorable Senators who have been charged with 


| complicity in this undertaking. It seems tome they 








| to state that, by the courtesy or by 
mentary law of the Senate, the honorable Senator | 


=i 


must have courted the investigation, and I am grat- 


ified, as the honorable Senator from Mississippi || 


has been, to hear all about me declare that they de- 
sire the fullest investigation of this matter. Ashas 


just been said, I hope it will be thorough, search- | 


ing, and go to the very root of the transaction, in 
its inception, in its progress, and in its conclusion. 
But while I agree with this proposition and desire 
that this investigation may be made, I equally 
agree with the gentleman from Illinois and his 
proposition. 
the origin, the progress, and extent of the move- 
ment referred to by him. It seems to me, Mr. 
President, that the question now before the Sen- 
ate is not so much whether this proposition shall 
be investigated or that proposition investigated, 
or both propositions investigated, as whether they 


shall be investigated by the same committee. || 


That is the whole of it; whether the committee 
that has in charge the resolution of the Senator 


from Virginia shall have also in charge the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Illinois. 


same committee. I suppose I may be permitted 


from Virginia will be chairman of that committee. 
Does he fvar to deal with the proposition of the 
Senator from Illinois? 


investigate it? Has he any fear that he will be 





, from that undertaking 


| difficulty at Har 


cerest convictions, and was willing ta take the | 


consequences of his acts. 


Then, to add toall the || 
rest, the present Governor of Virginia, by his | 


mode of dealing with this question, by his evident | 
attempt to make political capital out of it, by his | 


effort to get upa panic and to make a parade, has 
excited a feeling of derision and contempt among 
the masses of the people. 


sympathy and the popular feeling manifested to- 
wards John Brown are owing more to the conduct 


of Governor Wise than to any other source what- 
ever, 


Had he dealt wit this question #s a wise || heretofore made; and that is in answer*to what 


In my judgment, the | 


| quiet much of the ill-feeling and jealousy 
those States, during that canvass, whe did not | 


Now, | ask if the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia himself will shrink 
if it is committed to him, 


= 


|| or any other gentleman of the Senate to whom it || 
| might be committed ? 


It cannot take a long time. 
The report can be made on both matters: 
same time, and then the country will have 
portunity to judge in regard to both. 

Mr. Srcakdaat’ it will do more than that: 


1 an Op- 
it will 
which 
has grown up here, when the country sees the 

| Same committee which takes the subject of the 
j ver’s Ferry in charge, also taking 

the subject of the difficulty at Liberty, in Mis- 

souri, in charge, and the same committee investi- 

gating and reporting on both. 

in my judgment, to quict the ill-feeling and jeal- 

| ousy which has grownup. Cannot the members 
of the Senate see an appropriateness in that? | 
understand the Senator from Virginia to say he 
is willing to agree to the investigation which the 
Senator from I[llinois requires. Why shall it not 
be made by the same committee? 


take more time, itseemstome. Itappears tome, 
I repeat it, that there is an eminent fitness in jomn- 
ing the two propositions. 

But I want to say a word further, Mr. Presi- 


dent, on this subject before I sit down, though | 


not exactly so nearly connected with the propo- 
| sition under consideration as the remarks I have 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


I desire an investigation there, into || 


It seems to me that there is an eminent fitness | 
and appropriateness in sending these two propo- | 
sitions, which are kindred, though different, to the | 


+ the parlia- | 


Is not he content to have |} 
it under his own investigation, and will he not 


embarrassed by it? It is simply asking that the | 


| Same committee which has in charge the one shall | 
| have in charge the other. 


at the || 


It will do much, | 


|| ors, but those who meddled with them. 


It will embar- | 
rass nobody; it will not be more expensive nor |) 


il 


fell from the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hew 
TER] in regard to the sympathy of the North for 
Virginia in this difficulty. I understand him to 
desire to know whether Virginia’s co-States in 
this Union, the other States, have sympathy for 
Virginia in this difficulty, or whether (I believe I 
use his language) they have sympathy forthe crime 
thathas been committed? Now say to that Sena 
tor, so faras I have ascertained, so far as I have any 
knowledge or any observatien, I have failed any 
where and everywhere to find any sympathy for 
that crime. I have heard it condemned every 
| where and on all occasions. 1 will not say that 
| in my latitude, and in the State from which I 
come, or its vicinity, there isany sympathy with 
| the Insutution against which that was directed, 
for there is not the least; but if there is no sym- 
pathy for that institution, there isa desire, and a 
| strong desire, entertained by the people in that 
| section of the country, to abide by the Constitu 
tion, to abide by the law and the forms of th 
law, and they have no desire whatever to stir up 
| any strife of this kind. 
have no doubt that, when this investigation 
shall be had and a report shall be made, the result 
will be eminently satisfactory to the gentlemen 
who desire the inquiry. Sir, if you look at this 
transaction, what do you find? Here was John 
Brown, after havine been aggravated, as he was 
in Kansas, by the death of his son, for two years 
in Canada, in Kansas, and in various parts of 
the United States, carrying forward and medita 
ting on this proposition; he was preparing his 
arms, he was seeking contributions In money, 
| and when he had expended his exertions for two 
| years, what had he accomplished? He had got 
twenty-two men, black and white, who would go 
with him, and that was all. In the whole vast 
region of the North he could find only twenty- 
two men, seventeen white men and five negroes, 
to engage in this undertaking. Do not the Sena- 
| tors from Virginia see in this the eminent con- 
| servatism ef the North? A man might go into 
my section of the country, and if he were capable 
of carrying it forward, he could get more men to 
go pirating than they got for this foray against 
Virginia. 

But before I sit down, Mr. President, I want to 
say one word in answer to what fell from the hon 
orable Senator from Missouri on the subject of 
the invasion of Kansas, or the purloming of the 
arms from the arsenal at Liberty, in the State of 
Missouri; because that matter was investigated, 
and the whole transaction is stated in the report 
of the Kansas committee, which ts before me. | 
understood that honorable Senator to say that 
those arms were taken for the purpose of pro- 
moting law and order. Hear aa the Kansas 
committee say: 


“Among the many acts of lawless violence which it has 
been the duty of your committee to investigate, this inva 
sion of Lawrence is the most defenseless. A comparison 
of the facts proven,with the official statements of the oflicers 
of the Government, will show how groundless were the 
pretexts which gave rise to it. A community in which no 
crime had been committed by any of its members, against 
none of whom had a warrant been issued or a complaint 
made, who had resisted no process in the bands of a real or 
pretended officer, was threatened with destruction in the 
name of ‘law and order;’’ and that, too, by men who 
| marehed from a neighboring State, with arms obtained by 
force; and who, at every stage of their progress, violated 
many laws, and among others the Constitution of the United 
| States.” 





Now, I understand both of these forays, the 
one against the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, and 
the other against that at Liberty, in Missouri, 
were for illegal purposes. The gentleman desires 
that the transactions in Kansas should be forgot- 
ten, because they are past and gone. The trans- 
actions themselves are past, sir; but the record of 
| them survives and the memory of them will live; 
| and,in my judgment, it is those transactions which 
| have returned to plague, I will not say the invent- 
Wher 
did John Brown learn that arnis could be had at 
Harper’s Ferry? Where did he get his example ? 
From Missouri, where an armed band took arms 
from an arsenal of the Government to invade 
Kansas. He only followed the example that was 
set him; he only carried out the same violence that 
was practiced there to a greater degree; and if 
both were illegal, both improper, both directed 
against the property of the United States, why 
not let the same committee take the two transac- 


1} tions and examine them both, and report on both 


* 


fees.) ye ee 


gg ¥en 





oo 


(Rote 


area 


eRe LA et my re 


& 
# 


Wee, 


Re 4 eS eee Wiegmann 
ae “a 
“ares ie te > 


nae AE 
ag Py EI me 


£% 
a 


¥ 


wk SS 


Teens 


“hace 
aa, 
oe Ww 





12 | THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. December 


to the Senate? I am for inquiring into both; I | 
am for the original proposition, and I am for the | 
amendment. : 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I do not rise 
for the purpose of going into any part of this gen- 
eral debate, but I beg for a moment the attention 
of the Senator from Massachusetts who just now 
occupied the floor. Ihave seen a newspaper state- | 
ment to the effect that a meeting was held at | 
Natick, in the Stat of Massachusetts, which, I 
believe, is the home of the honorable Senator, on 
the 20th of last month, at which this resolution 
was passed: 

‘¢ Whereas, resistance to tyrants is obedience to God: 
Therefore, | 
* Resolved, That it is the right and duty of the slaves to 
resist their masters, and the right and duty of the people 
of the North to incite them to resistance, and to aid them 

in it.”’ 

This resolution, I understand, was passed at 
a very large meeting of the. immediate friends, 
ncighbors, and constituents of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, and he was personally 
present at that meeting. I desire to ask him 


whether it is true that he was present at the || 


meeting, and if so, whether he resisted, either by 
his advice, or in any other mode, the passage of | 
the resolution? If it suits the Senator, I will take 
lig answer now. 

Mr. WILSON. When the Senator closes his 
remarks | will explain the matter, or I will do it 
now, 

Mr. BROWN. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I will send to 
the Chair a copy of the Bosten Journal, which | 
contains a letter written by a gentleman in the 
town where I reside, in regard to that meeting; 

and it ee the whole matter. 

Mr. BROWN. Very well. 
The Clerk read the letter referred to, as fol- 
lows: 

Natick, December 2. 

To the Editor of the Boston Journal: Your paper of Fri- 
day contains an article from a southern paper, alluding to 
a meeting in this town, which was addressed by H. C. 
Wright, and attended by Senator Wilson, and at which was 

vassed a resolution in favor of inciting slaves to resistance. 
t is due to General Wilson that the facts should be correctly 
stated, and with your permission I will do so. 

The meeting was not properly a meeting of the citizens 
of Natick, called for the purpose of expressing their opin- | 
ions, but was notified in the usual manner of meetings 
called by itinerant lecturers who wish to speak to the peo 
ve. These meetings are quite common, and are attended 
»y all classes of men—fciends, opponents, and the indiffer- 
ent, who usually go and hear in silence, and let the lecturer 
have his say unmolested. 

At the meeting referred to, Mr. Wright offered a resolu. | 
tion to the effect, “ that resistance to tyrants is obedicnce to 
God,” and, therefore, the slaves should be incited to resist 
their masters. He spoke an hour and forty minutes, and ex- 
plained the meaning of his resolution to be, not armed and 
forcible resistance, but resistance by moral, religious, social, 
and commercial means, to make slavery unpopular and un- 
profitable. But very few voted on the resolution, and no 
one spoke but Mr. Wright. 

As General Wilson had addressed a large meeting in the 
same place, only a few evenings before, and had given his 
viows at length, and with much explicitness, condemning 
the action of John Brown in the strongest manner, he prob- 
ably did not deem it necessary to depart from his usual cus- 
tom of listening in a quiet way, and let those who hired 
the hall do as they pleased, and take the responsibility. 

The resolution of Mr. Wright, as interpreted by him, con- 
tained nothing but a simple expression of oppasition to sla- 
very by all proper and legitimate means ; but it was artfully 
drawn by Mr. Wright, so as to convey to those who did not 
hear his explanations a meaning of a different character— 
doubtless with a view of increasing the alarm and excite- 
ment now prevailing in the South. Whatever may be the 
sins of General Wilson in the matter of slavery, it is not 
true that he has approved the act of Brown, either in public 


or in private, but has uniformly deplored and condemned it. 
Yours, M. 


Mr. WILSON. Itis not my purpose to detain 
the Senate by making personal explanations. | 
have sent to the Clerk this statement, which was 
written by a citizen of my town on the receipt of 
this intelligence, which was received after I had | 
left my home. The facts, as stated there, are | 
correctly stated, During the canvas in New York, 
I spent two weeks there and addressed tens of 
thousands of people, and my speeches were re- 
sorted in full two or three times. Tn those speeches 
| expressed my views in regard to this raid of | 
John Brown at Harper’s Ferry fully and expli- | 
citly. I returned to my home on the day preced- 
ing the election in my State, and I addressed avery | 
large mecting of the citizens of my town for two 
hours on general political topics, and fully on this | 
matter in regard to the Harper’s Ferry affair. At | 
that time, I intended to write out that part of my 
speech for publication, but other affairs intervened. 


| speech in favor of res.stanece. 


| 


and perhaps fifteen or ear A puny in that meet- 


‘| ing for him and for themselves, took no part for 
_or against him. They did not interrupt the meet- 
I will take the answer now. || 


|| adjourned, the general expression was that the 


| responsible for it. There were present gentle- 





{t was full and explicit; the substance of it had || 


r 6, 


from Illinois say that we examined nothing on 





been published in the press of the country and || the subject of Kansas. My God! sir, what have 


scattered abroad. In the town where I live, we 
have more than a thousand voters. We have 
some ten or twenty men who are radical Aboli- 
tionists. Some of them were present, they did 
not interrupt me or the meeting. When the meet- 
ing was through, they said to their neighbors and 
friends, and some of them came to me and said, 
that they disagreed with me entirely, and would 
have somebody there to put the other side of the 
question. A short time afterwards, Mr. Henry 
*. Wright, a Garrison Abolitionist, who is a pro- 
fessed disunionist, a no-government man, a non- 
resistant, came to speak in mytown. The popu- 
lation of the place went to hear him and aed 
the hall. Most of the active Democrats in the 
town were present, The postmaster was present 
and satclose by me. The resolutions were offered 
by Mr. Wright, and he made a non-resistant 
{Laughter.] He 
went on to explain how the thing could be done. 
He said he would not shed a drop of human blood 
to free every slave in the country. 

After he closed his speech the question was put, 


ing of seven or eight hundred voted for the reso- 
lution. All the rest, feeling that Mr. Wright’s 
friends had paid for the hall and got up the meet- 


ing, believing as they did, and as we do in our 
part of the country, in the absolute right of free 
discussion of all questions. When the meeting 


resolution was a very foolish one, and for which 
Mr. Wright and his friends were alone resp*nsi- 
ble. Nine tenths of that meeting took no part in 
it. They did not wish to interrupt the meeting 
or interfere with it in any way whatever or be 


men as sound on the slavery question as the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi soak desire. The post- 
master of that town is as sound on the slavery 
question as the Senator from Mississippi, and | 
often manifests his zeal in defense of the polic 

of the slave power; but he did not saya white, 
nor did those who act with him, because nobody 
wished to interfere with those who had invited the 
speaker there, and who agreed with him in his 
general opinions. Senators should remember that 
the right to hold meetings and to utter opinions 
upon all matters of public concern is an acknowl- 
edged right in my section of the country. They 
should remember, also, that the people in that sec- 
tion often attend meetings where subjects are dis- 
cussed ina way they do not sanction; but they do 
not think it becomes gentlemen to interrupt such 
mectings, or interfere with those who differ frora 





| them. Often dol attendsuch meetings and listen 


to what is said, without feeling myself in any 
way responsible for whaf is said or done. Sodo 


| the people of my State; I wish the people of other 


sections of the country would thus cherish the 
sacred right of free discussion. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I thought it 
due to the Senator from Massachusetts, seeing 
this resolution put forth in the way it has been— 
in a way certainly to produce the impression 
everywhere that, if he did not sympathize with 
the speaker, he at least approved of the resolution 
—to call his attention to it. Iam very glad to 
hear his explanation; and, understanding him to 
say distinctly thet he does not approve the reso- 
lution, of course I do not intend to prosecute the 
inguiry any further. 

fr. PUGH. Mr. President, I do oot peapens 
to speak, as other Senators have done, of the po- 
litical or partisan aspect of the transaction speci- 
fied in the resolution of the Senator from Virginia; 
but I propose to state the reasons why I shall 
vote against the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. In the first place, the trans- 
actions mentioned in that amendment are in no 
wise germane to that mentioned in the original 
resolution. They have no connection with it. 
The investigation of these matters can serve no 
purpose but to distract the mind of the commit- 
tee and to distract the mind of those who shall 
read the report of the committee hereafter. 

In the next place, sir, whatever was not of suf- 
ficient importance to be investigated at the time 
when it occurred, is not worth investigation after 
an interval of five years. I heard the Senator | 





we been examining for four years, but the affairs 
of Kansas? We have had five or six reports from 
our standing Committee on Territories—major- 
ity and minority reports; we have debated hours 
and days and weeks and months; we have heard 
all this—heard it ten thousand times; and, as for 
all these fables that are told about Kansas, I say 
now, as I have said a hundred times, there is but 
a grain of truth in a bushel of chaff. The House 
of Representatives sent a committee to Kansas. 
The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Ciark] 


| read from their report. He says that committee 





took testimony; that they made a report. Then, 
why do we want more testimony and more re- 
ports? I say the amendment can serve no pur- 
pose except to confuse the investigation for which 
the Senator from Virginia has asked. 

Now, sir, one of the States of this Union has 
been invaded from abroad;it is notthe case of an 
insurrection in her own midst; not the actof her 
own citizens, for | would never lay my hands on 


/any State in this Union, unless to protect her 


against domestic violence, according to the re- 
quirements of the Constitution; but when she is 
invaded from other States and from Provinces of 
a foreign Power, she has a right to lay her case 


| before her sister States in the Confederacy, and 
| Virginia has done it 4 her Senators. She asks 


us to look into her affairs, to vindicate her out- 
raged severeignty; and while Senators say they 
are willing to give her the investigation, they 
must clog it with this eternal clang on the subject 
of Kansas. While I do not presume to speak of 
the motives of individuals, I say the necessary and 
inevitable consequence of attaching the amend- 
ment is to bring the investigation into contempt 
and to shower contempt on Virginia, when she 
asks her sister States to inquire into the outrage 
committed upon her. 

I have another reason why I shall vote against 
the amendment. If the object of the Senator from 
Virginia is merely to prepare a statement to be 
read by the public, I should think his resolution 
amounted to very little, because we have in some 
form, more or less authentic, read a vast deal on 
the subject of the affair at Harper’s Ferry; but 
I propose, so far as I am concerned, in voting for 
the original resolution, that the Senate shall have 
in some definite form, as one branch of the Legis- 
lature of the Union, such facts and circumstances 
as will enable us to inquire whether, under the 
Constitution of the United States, we can prevent 
occurrences like this hereafter. I heard the Sen- 
ator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] express a doubt 
on that point; I have none. I have no doubt of 
the power and of the duty of Congress to protect 
every State of this Confederacy against a conspi- 
racy in another State to incite her population, 
white or black, to insurrection. I have no doubt 
the power is given in the Constitution. If it were 
not given, the Constitution ought to be amended, 
and we ought to begin to set on foot that amend- 
ment. It is, therefore, with a view to legislative 
action, if that may be necessary; and we had 
better take warning from the abortive attempt of 
John Brown instead of waiting for some more 
serious attempt. 

Besides, sir, have we not here many times voted 
to indemnify States of this Union for expenses 
incurred to defend themselves against invasion? 
Have we not paid Florida and Texas, and other 
States, for calling out their troops to put down 
insurrection of the Indian tribes? Did we not 
pay Massachusetts last session for the service and 
expenses of defending herself? For my part, I 
am ready to make good to the State of Virginia 
the expenses of putting down this invasion and 
this outrage committed on her. I think she is, 
entitled te our protection. I go into no question 
of the rightfulness or wrongfulness of African 
slavery. She has a right to establish it if she 
pleases; and she has a right to call on us to pro- 
tect her against intermeddlers with it. 

Mr. WADE. 1 wish to ask my slieegue 
whether the General Government did not interfere 
in this very matter, and suppress the insurrection? 

Mr. PUGH. They interfered so far as to pro- 
tect the property of the Government itself. 

Mr. ADE But did they not put down this 
insurrection ? 

Mr. PUGH. They drove the insurgents off the 
Armory grounds, as [ understand. 
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o 
Mr. WADE. Was the Government applied to, | 
and did it refuse to interpose? The point is about | 
the Government not takine part in li, _Was the | 
President applied to for assistance in this matter, | 











and did he refuse? 
Mr. PUGH. I do not suppose he refused; I 
hope not. I should have condemned him most 





unqualifiedly if he had refused. 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator will allow me a 
moment, the facts were these: all those men who 
went there under John Brown were killed, with 
one exception, who made his escape, except some | 
six or seven who were with him on the public 
sroperty, in what is called the engine house, where 
c ad fortified himself, and where he and his 
people were when the troops of the United States 
came there, and they took the public property out 
of his possession at the loss of one of their men. 
That is the fact. 

Mr. PUGH. Well, sir, suppose the emer- 

ency were so great that the President could not 
1ave been called upon, as it was in the case of | 


the Texas frontier, and as it was in the case of || 


many Indian tribes who have revolted in other | 
States, we have never hesitated to make good to | 
the State that which she was compelled to pa 
out for the sake of defending herself; and I wah 
to call the attention of Senators on this side to the 
fact that two years ago, when the President of 
the United States justified an officer of the Navy 
for protecting the State of Nicaragua against inva- 
sion from our midst at the expense of the Treas- 
ury, they all lauded not only the act of the Presi- | 
dent, but the act of the officer; and I ask them 
whether the State of Nicaragua is dearer to them | 
than the State of Virginia? whether, when she 
tells us that she has been outraged by expeditions 
and conspiracies originating in other States ofthe 
Union, instead of listening to her complaint, we 
are to engage in a controversy about Kansas, and 
a question of whether slavery is a good or a bad 
institution? As to how far it may be a question 
of political or partisan importance, I shall speak 
to that question at the proper time and place; I 
shall not speak to it now. 

For the reasons which I have stated, I shall vote 
against this amendment, and I shall vote against 
every amendment which is calculated to embarrass 
the original resolution, to add to it any other in- 
quiry to break the force of the question and the 
complaint which is submitted to us by the Sen- 
ators from Virginia. When the committee shall 
have brought before us, in a definite form, such 
facts and circumstances as they deem material for 
us to know, and have made their recommendation, 
if oe recommendation they shall make, of fur- 
ther legislation, I shall be prepared to act on that 
subject with an earnest determination, so far as I 
am concerned, to protect every State of this Union, 
slaveholding and ‘non-slaveholding, against all at- 
tempts of other States, or of individuals in other 
States, to interfere with their rights and sover- 
eignty. 

r. CRITTENDEN. When! proposed that 
the Senate should refer both these subjects of in- 
quiry, I did not understand that the latter had 
heretofore been made a subject of investigation 
and report in the other House. As I learn that 
that is the case, I do not see the necessity of our 
reinvestigating it. Certainly, I should not be will- 
ing that we should go to the unnecessary expense 
of reinvestigating what has been satisfactorily 
investigated before. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me to say to the 
Senator from Kentucky, that this matter has never 
been referred to a committee for investigation. 
The facts in regard to the seizure of the arsenal 
at Liberty, in Missouri, were not a subject-matter 
referred to the committee that went to Kansas. 

wt only came up as incidental to the facts brought 
out in the discharge of their duties. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. But it was reported on 
by the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; any action which 
ought to be taken in regard to that matter was 
not reported upon by the committee at all. The 
committee alluded to the fact that the troops who 
besieged Lawrence were armed with weapons 
which were taken from the arsenal at Liberty, as 
appeared in the testimony of a witness who was 
examined by them. It is only incidentally that 
the matter appears at all in the Kansas report. 

I wish to say one other word while I am up. 
Captain Leonard states that he made an official 
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report of this mat 
charge of the ordnance department. I have never 
been able to see that official report, although we 
have called for all the documents relating to the 
affairs of Kansas. If that report has ever been 
communicated to the Senate, I have not been avie 
to see it. 

Mr. PUGH. Offera resolution asking for that 
document, and I shall vote for it with pleasure. 

Mr. MASON. When the Senator from Illinois 
offered the amendment, I told him, in good faith, 
that asan independent proposition, if he would lay 
aproper foundation for the inquiry, I would sustain 
him in calling fora committee; but I had no idea that 
it had been already made the subject of elaborate 
inquiry by acommittee of the other House, before 
whom it legitimately and properly came in the 
subject-matter of inquiry committed to that com- 
mittee by the House. If I had ever heard of this 
seizure of some of the public arms at Liberty, I 
had forgotten it; and { really supposed it was 
something that had escaped attention at the time, 
and which the Samii Senator thought was 
worthy of attention now, after four or five years 
had elapsed; and when he read what I understood 
—but it seems misunderstood—him to say was 
the official report of Captain Leonard, I said to 
him: ‘* you have all the facts; what more do ree 
want than the facts given by the officer who best 
knew them?’’ He replied, then, the document 
from which he read was not the official report of 
the officer, but a part of the proceedings of acom- | 





mittee of the other House, who were charged to || 


make the very inquiry that they did make. I 
have before me the resolution of the House under 
which that committee was raised; and the Senate 
will see that they not only investigated this mat- 
ter on the spot, or in Kansas, adjacent to it, but 
that it was legitimately before them from the terms 
of the resolution. In March, 1856, the House of 
Representatives appointed a committee to invest- 
igate alleged election frauds in Kansas, and other 
things; and the resolution contained this clause: 


‘“‘ And that they fully investigate and take proof ef all 
violent and tumultuous proceedings in said Perritory at | 
any time since the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, | 
whether engaged in by residents »f said Territory or by any 
person or persons from elsewhere going into said Territory 
and doing, or encouraging ethers to do, any act of violence 
or public disturbance against the laws of the United States, 
or the rights, peace, and safety of the residents of the said | 
Territory.”’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Does not the Senator per- |) 


ceive that that is confined to acts in the Territory? 

Mr. MASON. Certainly not, sir. They were 
to inquire ‘‘and take proof of all violent and 
tumultuous proceedings in said Territory,”’ 
‘whether engaged in by residents of said Ter- | 
ritory or by any person or persons from else- 
where.’? Now, does the Senator mean to give it 
such a literal construction as to say thet when 
the committee were there, and learned that arms 
belonging to the United States had been taken, 
upon the border of Kansas, from an arsenal of the 

nited States, and carried to and used in Kansas, 
they were to put such a strict interpretation on 
their power that they were not to inquire into the 
fact whether the arms of the United States had 
been taken, and how they had been taken? Does 
the Senator mean to say that this was not legiti- 
mately within the scope of that inquiry? If he 
does, the committee repudiate him, for they did 
inguire into it. They sought the best source of 
information; they brought before them the offi- 
cer in command of the arsenal in the State of 
Missouri, and learned from him all the facts and 
made a report upon them. I have not read that 
report. I do not know whether they took any 
further preof as to the taking of these arms than 
from the officer; but I should take it for granted 
that if there was any other proof proper to be 
had, or that would have been germane or useful, 
the committee discherged their duty. 

Then, what is the tact? The Senator says this 
irruption was in December, 1855. Now, four 
years afterwards and after it has been reported 
upon by a committee of the House in an elabor- 
ate inquiry made by them on the spot, the Sena- 
tor brings it up here and asks us to connect it 
with a subject totally different, having a different 
aspect, a different bearing, from which different 
consequences are to result to the country. When 
that matter was new and recent, and when, if at 
all, good was to be obtained from further inquiry, 
the Senator sat silent in his seat and asked for no 
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| inquiry. When the facts were brought before him 
_by the means of a committee of the other House, 
the Senator remained silent in his seat and asked 
for no action upon the matter—I mean upon the 
separate matter of this alleged irruption or the 
public arms. I submit, then, to honorable Sen- 
ators, to their candor, to their fairness, to their 
propeney as statesmen, whether it will be toler- 
ated that a subject thus stale and acted upon, 
elaborately acted upon, shall be brought up to 
embarrass the present procedure. I trust that the 
amendment will not be made, that the attempt 
will not be countenanced to get up a committee 
now with a view of any kind to embarrass action, 
or to embarrass the obtaining of information for 
the American people as to the recent outrage. I 
take back what I said under a misapprehension, 
in favor of giving a committee for the inquiry pro- 
xosed by the Senator from Illinois. { had no 
Snbvchodge that it had been the subject of inquiry 
by a former committee, on the spot where they 
could obtain the best information. I trust the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. President, it was the pleasure of the hon- 





|| orable Senator from Massachusetts, who oceu 


vied 
the floor a short time since, to arraign the canna 
of the Governor of Virginia in his action. It was 
the pleasure of the honorable Senator to impute 
to him, acting within the limits of Virginia, as the 
| chief magistrate of Virginia, a sinister and un- 
| worthy purpose in what he did. It was the 
vleasure of the Senator to say that the Governor 
had in view, not the discharge of his public trust 
' to the people who placed him there; but that he 
had in view some selfish purpose of making po- 
litical capital in what he did. Mr. President, the 
people of Virginia are the met political commu- 
nity to whom the Governor of Virginia is respons- 
ible. I have not heard one word of doubt ex 
pressed in the State of Virginia by anybody, of 
any political party, as to the propriety, expedi- 
ency, and wisdom of the conduct ef the Governor 
| of Vir inia in taking care that the laws of Vir- 
inia should be respected and should be enforced. 
Sir, the very opposite was the fact. If the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia, when such an outrage was 
| practiced upon the sovereignty and the soil of 
| that State as was attempted by these vagabond 
instruments of people elsewhere, had run the re- 
motest risk that they should not have expiated 
their crime under the laws of Virginia, he would 
| have met and would have deserved the execration 
| of the people of Virginia. Sir, it was an occasion 
when no risk should be run; there should exist 
no possibility that in any mode that wretched 
| vagabond, Brown, should escape the just doom 
that he deserved. It was for that reason that he 
brought there, properly, the large military force 
present in the county where the outrage was 
committed and where the execution took place. 
It was to put all possibility of rescue at defiance. 
I can tell the honorable Senator there is no dis- 
puting about taste; there is no correcting taste; 
and if the honorable Senator thinks that even his 
constituents will justify him in gratuitously and 
without foundation arraigning the Governor of 
a State who is discharging his duty within the 
| limits of his State, taking upon himself, as the 
| representative of another State, to ascribe to him 
a sinister purpose in discharging a duty at home, 
I trust that he misconceives the spirit of his own 
pear when he stands as their exponent thus. 
Now, sir, one word more as to what fell from 
| the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Crarx.] 
| That honorable Senator, in order to produce, or 
I should more properly say, with the respect I 
| certainly bear to him, in order to convey the im- 
pressions upon his mind as to the character of the 
| recent outrage in Virginia, said that Brown had 
| been engaged for two years in collecting his men, 
and was unable to collect but twenty-two, and 
| thence the honorable Senator infers that he met 
| with no countenance or encouragement, except of 
the most stinted character, in collecting his mate- 
rials for the war that he proposed to wage. Mr. 
President, the misinformation of the honorable 
Senator, the absence of a correct view of this 
transaction, shows the still greater importance of 
a searching inquiry by the eons committee 
to get at the actual facts. Now, I will tell that 
honorable Senator that when those facts are as- 
certained, I thjnk he will find, and the country 
| will find, that he wanted no more than twenty or 
twenty-two men; that he never proposed to him- 
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self to bring more there; that he intended those 
men whom he did bring there, with the exception 
of four or five negroes whom I suppose he brought 
as decoys, to be officers, to be laced at the head 
of othe r troops; and he knew that where there 
would be great difficulty in bringing even twenty 
or twenty-two men, there would be infinitely 
rreater difficulty as he increased the number, be- 
cause he was oblies d to kes Pp the m concealed, and 
did keep them concealed, as the facts will show, 
untilhe was ready. Sir, he wanted no more men. 
It was not a part of his theory to bring more men 
with him. He expected to find his troops within 
the limits of Virginia. He brought weapons there 
sufficient to have put an effective we apon of his 
own in the hands of two thousand men, and he 
came there because there was a large deposit of 
public arms, that he might increase his arms as 
his force increased. 

That was his view; and that an insurrection 
did not follow upon his efforts which would have 
spread itself sufficiently, at least, to have brought 
hundreds if not thousands under extermination; 
aninsurrection Ww hich could have bes ne xtinguish- 
ed only in the blood of thousands; was owing 
solely to the loyalty of the slaves. Sir, when the 
facts are inquire dinto, it willappear that of those 
whom he captured and took possession of, proba 
bly some ten or twelve altogether, and in whose 
hands he placed arms, every one of the slaves, as 
soon as he could escape the « y! of his captor— 
{ suppose I must not call him master—dropped 
his gun and ran. Where did he run to? He ran 
home to his master’s house. Every one of them 
did so; there was not a single instance to the con- 
trary. 

I say, then, it was no part of the plan of this 
vagabond Brown, ruffian as hie was, to carry men 
there with him for th of effecting an in 
surrection. He acted ona theory that we know 
has been proclaimed over and over again by thos 
who entertain this nefarious abolition design. Hi 
acted on the theory that the slaves are always 
ready for revolt; that it required nothing but to 
put arms in their hands to bring them to revolt; 
and he relied upon that theory and took the con- 
sequences. He came there; but so far from asin- 
gle slave joining him during the twenty-four or 
thirty hours that he had possession of the armory, 
the few that he captured, some ten or twelve in 
number, and to whom he proclaimed freedom and 
inwhose hands he placed arms, every one of them 
escaped from him as soon as practicable and ran 
home for safety to their masters’ houses. That 
is the history of the transaction, and it was owing 


purpos 


to the loyalty of the slaves, it was owing to the | 


actual condition of slavery in the State of Virginia, 
to the affection, the kindness, the love which they 
bear to their masters and to their masters’ homes, 
that we are indebted that he did not succeed in 
raising a formidable insurrection, 

{ think, when the facts are developed, the hon- 
orable Senator’s mind will be disabused of the 
idea that Brown, having obtained but twenty or 
twenty-two men in two years, thereby proved that 
he had no aid or countenance where he went. Sir, 


he brought there erms which could not have been 


purchased at a cost of less than fifteen or twenty | 


thousand dollars, to say nothing of the expenses 
of various kinds incident to the getting up of the 
expedition. What they were, I do not know. 
He brought a large sum in gold upon his person. 
He could not have brought more arms, and con- 
cealed them effectively. It was all planned with 
the crudeness that belonged to an unlettered and 
a vulgar mind; but so far as it went, it was con- 
cealed, designedly coneealed—his arms and his 
men and everything—until he was ready to make 
the irruption. , 

I know nothing about the man, except the pub- 
lie notericty he has obtained as a ruffian, a thief, 
and a robber—nothing more; but, it is part of his 


history itself that he had been a vagrant for years; | 


that he was poor; that he had no resources of his 
own; his will that was published here, the other 


day, in one of the papers, shows that he had no | 


resources of his own; but he brought resources 


there for the purposes of this insurrection, pro- | 
yortioned to it, and costing a large sum of money. | 


Ve want to know where that money was sup- 
peer We want to know the incentives that led 
iim to that expedition. We want to know the 


state of public sentiment, notwithstanding ger | 
nere || 


tlemen representing the northern States say 


|| ment. 
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that they disapproved it or condemned it, We 
want to get at those thousand rills which go to 
make up public sentiment, and which resulted in 
furnishing an adequate treasure to send a ruffian, 


with an armed band, and arms enough at his | 


command and in his power, to place them in the 
hands of the slaves, certainly to the amount of 
two thousand, within one hour after he had col- 
lected them. These are facts that we want to get 
at by this inquiry. 

I trust, then, inasmuch as the circumstance of 
the taking of public arms in Missouri some four 
years ago, has been already the subject of inquiry, 
and the honorable Senator who introduced it 
never then acted upon it, that the Senate will not 
connect it in sucha way as to embarrass or to 
impair or to give a different type to the original 
resolution. 

Mr. IVERSON. Mr. President, I shall occupy 
the Senate buta few moments. Ishould not have 
addressed the Senate at all if the amendment of 
the Senator from Illinois had not been presented, 
and did not seem to be pressed upon us for decision. 
As I cannot vote for that proposition, either as an 
amendment to the resolution of the Senator from 
Virginia or in the shape of an original resolution, 


I must submita few remarks to the Scnate in 


justification of my position. 


The purpose of the resolution of the Senator 
from Virginia is to investigate the proceedings 
that have taken place at Harper’s Ferry. As I 
understand, there are two objects to be accom- 
plished. ‘The first is, to enlighten the public mind 
of the United States in relation to the political 
bearings of that transaction, so that the people of 
this country may form a just judgment in relation 
to the motives and results attempted by that pro- 
cess; the second is, to ascertain the facts, tl de- 


termine whether any legislation is necessary and 


proper on the part of Congress. 

These are the objects, as | understand, to be ac- 
complished by the resolution offered by the Senator 
from Virginia. 
nois mevts this preposition by his amendment 
proposing to investigate the circumstances con- 


nected with the incident which has been related, | 


at Liberty, in the State of Missouri. What can 


be accomplished by that? Does the Senator from | 
Illinois propese any legislation upon the facts | 


which he desires to have investigated,and which 


may grow outof that investigation? He does not. | 


And the Senator knows,as wellas every other man 
on this floorand in this country, that the Jaws now 
in existence are amply sufficient to punish the out- 
rage Which was committed at Liberty. There are 
laws in existence, statutes on your books suffi- 


cient to punish the outrage committed at Har- | 


per’s Ferry, so far as that was an outrage against 
the Government of the United States. Ne legis- 
lation, therefore, is necessary, so far as regards 
the outrage committed at Liberty. The facts are 


| already developed. The persons who perpetrated 


that outrage are liable to indictment and punish- 

The Senator does not propose any addi- 
tional legislation. He does not affect that there 
is any defect in the law which he desires to 
amend by investigating the facts—by no means. 
What, then, is his object? Is it political? Is it 


to have a political influence on parties in this | 


country? Why, sir, all the facts of that outrage, 
if it.be an outrage, are ereeny known to the 
people of the United States, and all the political 
effect and results which could possibly grow out 
of it have already been felt and have expended 
themselves on the public mind. Now, why in- 
vestigate that affair at Liberty? The Senator does 
not propose any legislation upon it; he cannot 
effect any political object by it; the thing is gone 
by and past, and never would have been brought 
up, it seems to me, except by some Old (political) 
Mortality like the Senator from Illinois, who 
delights in wrangling among the rotten and dis- 
gusung rubbish of the scenes which have dis- 
graced the history of Kansas. 

No, sir, the object is not that. The Senator 
does not intend to accomplish either of these 
results by thisamendment. The object, it seems 


to me, can be no other than to break the force of |' 
the investigation, and the result of that investiga- 
tion which will be accomplished by the resolution | 


offered by the Senator from Virginia. That ap- 
pears to me to be the object and the only object 
the Senator from Illinois, or any other advocate 


of his proposition, can possibly have in view. It | 


Now, sir, the Senator from Ili- | 
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is to smother up the inquiry which the Senator 
from Virginia desires tomake. Itis to break the 
force of the circumstances which we expect to 
develop. It is to draw off the public mind from 
the monstrous outrage which has been committed 
against the soil and sovereignty of the State of 
Virginia by some of the northern people of this 
country. This can be the only object which can 
be intended by the proposition offered by the 
Senator from Hlinois, whether in the form of an 
amendment or in the shape of an original resolu- 
tion, and therefore I shali vote againstit. I want 
an investigation of all the facts which oceurred at 
Harper’s Ferry, that the Ameriean pcople may 
see their full bearings in every possible form and 
shape, that we may wuhderstand how far the 
northern people are effective in their opposition 
to slavery in the southern States. 

Senators here disclaim any sympathy with 
Brown. ‘They say that the northern heart does 
not sympathize with Brown’s conduct in his ne- 
farious attempt upon the soil of Virginia. Sen- 
ators may make declarations, bu. their acts speak 
louder than words. They may disclaim for them- 
scives and their people any sympathy with Brown 
and his conduet and his intentions; but, sir, they 
cannot shut the eyes of the people of this coun- 
try, and of the southern States especially, to facts 
which are exhibiting themselves every day before 
the country. 

Why, sir, this very attempt which the Senator 
from Illinois has made to divert public attention 
and to divert the object of the Senator from @ir- 
ginia, is evidence of his sympathy with Brown 
and his acts. I so consider it. If he was im- 
prec with a proper feeling against Brown and 
iis conduct and his acts and intentions, he would 
have come forward and voted for this resolution 
of the Sgnator from Virginia, and would not have 
attempted to tramame! it with any extraneous ob- 
ject whatever. The Senator declares that he 
intends to vote for the resolution of the Senator 
from Virginia, and scouts the conduct of Brown. 
He does it in very patrietic and cloquent language; 
and if any one had entered the Hall without know- 
ing the antecedents of the gentleman and of the 
party to which he belongs and its conduct, he would 
have supposed that he was a southern man, wiih 
true creck blood, who was disposed to vindi- 
cate the South against its enemies from every 
quarter. 

The Senator from New Hampshire also, and 
the Senator from Massachusetts disclaim for them- 
selves and their people any sympathy whatever 
with Brown and his acts and his intentions. And 
yet, sir, look at what is transpiring this very day 
in this very Capitol. That party, to which these 


| gentlemen belong, are this day attempting to raise 


to the third office in this Government a man who 
has openly indorsed sentiments more incendiary 
in their character than anything that John Brown 
has ever uttered. Sirerman is their candidate for 
Speaker in the other branch of this Legislature— 


a man who has indorsed the book of Helper, 
which ‘»culcates incendiary sentiments and feel- 
| ings 





Mr. HALE. [ call the Senator to order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pearce 

in the chair.) What is the point of order? 

Mr. HALE. Whether it is in order here to 
impeach the character ef a member of the othor 
House. 

Mr. IVERSON. [I am not referring to any 
roceedings of the other House. I state a fact 
cnown to the country. 

7 HALE. I want the question of order set- 
tled. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


| thinks the Senator from Georgia should abstain 
| from any reflections on the other House. 
| not customary, I believe, to allow such remarks. 


It is 


Mr. IVERSON. 
Chair ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


I do not understand the 


| begs the Senator from Georgia to abstain from 
| any reflections on the other House or its mem- 
| bers. 


Mr. IVERSON. I was not making any reflec- 
tions on the other House. I reflected on the Re- 

ublican party of this country, not on the mem- 
tan of the other House. I stated the fact, which 
is known through the public press, known to 
every man in this country, known to every man 
on this floor, that Suzmman has been proposed 





an 


ax tm 2 @ Geese me 66 af ae Glin 


ee ee Oe i ee 


1859. 


and is the candidate of the Republican party for 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and I 
state the fact which the public press has disclosed, 
that SHERMAN is one of the sixty-eight members 
of the last Congress who indorsed and approved 
the sentiments uttered by Mr. Helper in his cel- 
cbrated book. 

Can any gentleman on the other side of the 
Chamber dispute these facts ? If he can, let him 
do it. Is that no sympathy for John Brown on 
the part of the Republican party of the country? 
Do those Senators disclaim the act of their col- 
leagues in the other branch? Have we heard 
them here denouncing Joun Suerman for his sen- 
timents and his approval of Helper’s book and 
doctrines? 
organization; and if they will speak out their 
sentiments, they will justify the conduct of their 
»olitical friends in the other branch of Congress. 
They say they have no sympathy for Brown and 
his conduct, his objects, and designs; and yet they 
are to-day presenting to the American people for 
the third office in the Government a man who has 
indorsed and approved, and contributed to the 
circulation of sentiments the most damnable that 
have ever been uttered from the public press of 
this country. * 

The Senator from Massachuseits disclaims 
any sympathy for Brown and his conduct, and 
yet he admits the fact that he was present at a 
lovee meeting in his own town in which a resolu- 
tion was brought forward declaring that resistance 
to tyrants was the will of God, and that it was 
the duty of the northern people to excite the 
southern slaves to insurrection. Can language 
be strenger than that? That Senator, disclaim- 
ing utterly as he does, far which I give him 
credit, any idea of approval on his own part of 
the sentiments of that resolution, stood by and did 
not rebuke it. What was his duty as a Senator 
occupying a seat upon the floor of Congress? 
What his duty asa patriot? 
as a man of honor? 
presented and passed there, receiving, at least, the 
silent support ofevery man in that house, his duty, 
if he dissented from the principle of the resolu- 
tion, was to rise and rebuke it. No sympathy for 
3rown and his acts!) No sympathy for incendi- 
ary efforts againstslavery in the southern States! 
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No, sir; they belong to that political | 


W hat was his duty, | 
When that resolution was | 


I do not understand that kind of absence of sym- 


pathy. 


The Senator from New Hampshire says that | 


all his people were opposed to Brown and his 
acts, that they do not sympathize with him at all. 
Why, sir, what means the ringing of bells in 
New Hampshire on the second day of this month 
when Brown was hung? 
chusetts have no sympathy for Brown! 


What 


The people of Massa- | 


means the resolution introduced into the Senate of | 





Massachusetts 

Mr. HALE. 
moment? 

Mr. [VERSON. For what purpose? 

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask the Senator his 
authority for saying that the beils were rung in 
New Hampshire on the day that Brown was 
executed? 

Mr. IVERSON. The papers say that they 
were rung at Concord. 

Mr. HALE. What paper? 

Mr. IVERSON. I have seen it stated in a 
number of papers. They were rung not only 
there, but elsewhere. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Herald states it. 

Mr. IVERSON. Yes, the Herald states it. 

Mr. HALE. The New York Herald! Ihave 
not a word to say. 

Mr. BROWN. The Tribune. 
authority? 

Mr. IVERSON, But, sir, I will go on. 

Mr. HALE. But the Senator allowed me to in- 
terrupt him, and I will state all I know about it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Georgia give way? 

Mr. IVERSON. For a moment, for an expla- 


nation. 
Mr. HALE. I do not want to have things put 


Will the Senator allow me a 


Is that good 


into my mouth which I have not said—not even | 
I have never said that I had no | 


by mistake. 


sympathy for Brown. I said I did not approve 


his act, and had no sympathy for the means which | 


he employed; but, sir, Brown displayed some 
high traits of character for which I ‘ha high 
sympathy. 


| do not appeal to the slaves. Sir, what is 


Mr. IVERSON. And other malefactors have 
displayed equal fortitude with Brown. Did they 
excite the sympathy of the Senator from New 
Hampshire ? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. Now let me conclude. 

Mr. IVERSON. We might quote thousands of 
instances where men have died on the gallows, 
the scaffold, or the cross, or have been gibbeted, 
who have exhibited some of the finest traits of 
the human character—bravery and fortitude. Did 
they excite the sympathy of these men? They 
say Brown's fortitude and courage excited their 
sympathy. Ah, sir, Brown died because he was 
the enemy of slavery, and they can see a great 
many causes of sympathy in his case which they 
never thought of feeling or suggesting in the case 
of others. Is he the first man who has died on 
the gallows that has exhibited fortitude and cour- 
age? No, sir. 

Who is John Brown, that he should excite the 
sympathy of any honorable man? A man who, 
in Kansas for five years, was engaged in no other 
business but theft and robbery and murder; a 
man who in cold blood could take out men from 
their beds at night, and, in the presence of their 
wives and children, murder them upon the spot— 
that is the man for whom you have sympathy, 
because he has shown courage. 

But, sir, the sympathy extends much beyond 
the mere personalities of Brown’s character. It 
cannot be disguised that the northern heart sym- 
pathizes with Brown and his fate, because he died 
in the cause of what they call liberty. There is 
the truth, and it is unnecessary to disguise it; and 
no declarations made here or elsewhere can close 
the eyes of the southern people to the fact. Look 
at the conduct of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts. On the 2d day of this month, at the time 
Brown was to be executed, a pri 
made in the Senate of the State of Massachusetts 
—grave and dignified body—to adjourn in honor 
and commemoration, of him who was about to be 
executed for a bloody crime, for theft and rob- 
bery and murder, the most heinous crimes that 
can disgrace humanity; and eight members of 
that dignified body voted for an adjournment, and 
the proposition was lost by only three votes. Is 
that no evidence of sympathy with Brown and his 
designs? What means the expression of the public 
press of your party in the northern States? Look 
at the New York ‘Tribune; you acknowledge that 


7. was | 


as your organ; it speaks the sentiments of your | 


party. Has it expressed no sympathy for Brown? 
Show me a paper, any respectable journal of the 
Republican party, in all the northern States, that 


has condemned the act of John Brown, except it | 
I 


is the one that is said te be controlled by one of 
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the Senators from Rhode Island, [Mr. Anruony;] | 


and he is entitied to my approbation for his course 
on this matter, at least, and | believe to the ap- 
probation of the southern people. lam glad to 
find that there is one man, at least, who has had 
the courage td speak out the true sentiments which 
ought to actuate the heart of every American cit- 
izen on an occasion like this. 

3ut, sir, the tone of sentiment of the Republi- 
can press throughout the whole Northis sympathy 
for John Brown and his failure—failure to do that 
which, if he had succeeded, would have rent this 
Union asunder. Sir, it is needless to disguise 


the fact; Senators on this floor may disclaim as | 


much as they please, but their acts speak louder 
than words. When they bring forward here, as 


principles, and endeavors to circulate and con- 
tribute to the circulation of documents which are 


a party candidate, a man who openly avows the | 


calculated to excite the negroes in all the southern | 
States to rise against their masters, to burn their 


property, and cut their throats—the party that 
sanctions such a man for such an office, cannot 


| stand up before the American people and say 
| they have no sympathy for John Brown and his 


acts. No, sir; the truth is that itis the intention 
of the Republican party—their public press avows 


it, and their political course shows it—it is their | 
settled design to break down the institution of | 


accomplish it in another. If they cannot accom- 
selves, they mean to accomplish it by appealing 
to the slaves. 
The Senator from New Hampshire are the 
elper's 


| slavery by fair means or foul means; and if they | 
| cannot accomplish it in one way, they intend to 


_plish it by appealing to the slaveholders them- | 
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book? Is no appeal made to the slaves fh that 
document, of W hich a hundred thousand have 
been eireulated already; that document which is 
indorsed and approved by sixty-eight members 
of your party whe were members of the last Con- 
gress ? ts that no appeal to the slaves? Ay, sir; 
your appeals are not only to the slaveholders, but 
to the slaves themselves; and all your political 
conduct proves that your intention is to excite 
mnsurrection in the South, se that slavery may 
become burdensome to the southern px opie, and 
they be compelled to give it up. That was the 
object of John Brown. That was che object of 
those who have taken care of him. That was the 
object of those who fostered and protected him; 
who gave him aid and comfort; and because he 
has failed, and the attempt has been put down, 
as I trust all such attempts ever will be, an ex- 
traordinary sympathy for John Brown has been 
exhibited throughout the northern States. This 
is the naked truth. 

I tell Senaters that the southern people are be- 
coming aware of the intention of the Republican 
party. I know how strong that party 4s, and the 
Senator from New Hampshire has very properly 
said that even the Democrats of the North, some 
of them, at least, have rejoiced at this incident at 
Harper's Ferry, because it may have a political 
bearing in their behalf. I wish that was the only 
reason and the only motive which many of the 
Democratic party of the North have had for re- 
joicing over what has occurred at Harper's Ferry; 
but Lam afraid that too many of them sympathize 
against slavery, and are willing to put it down by 
any means. I am afraid that too many of the 
Democratic party of the northern States are going 
over to the Black Republicans, because the Black 
Republicans have exhibited more zeal and de- 
termination in their war against slavery than the 
Democratic party itself has. I wish the Demo- 
cratic party was purer and better than it is. Lam 
afraid that it is becoming itself, if not corrupt, at 
least corruptible. But, sir, the South will be able 
to take care of itself like Virginia, In the pride 
and power ef her sovereignty she has spurned all 
assistance, and stands to-day vindicated as a sov- 
ereign State. We are able to protect ourselves, 
and we intend todo it; and whatever may be your 
olitical action and course against the South and 
ier institutions, rely upon it we shall be prepared 
to defend ourselves to the last extremity, even at 
the sacrifice of the Union, which you all pretend 
so much to revere. 

Mr. President, I did not intend to say as much 
as I have done. Perhaps, in the heat of debate, 
I may have said what “pete not to have said. 
I certainly do not intend to impugn the motives 
or impeach the charaeter of any individual on this 
floor. I speak of them in a political sense; I 
speak of their political action; | mention facts 
which speak louder than the words that they utter 
on this floor. 

Mr. HALE. I de not want to occupy the 
attention of the Senate; but the honorable Sen- 
ator from Georgia has made a statement at the 
close which does honor to his heart. I, for one, 
certainly freely forgive him for all the injustice he 
did the Republicans for the littl modicum of jus- 
tice which he did the Democrats. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MASON. Iask for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If it is the intention of the 
Senate to take the question on this amendment 
to-night, | should like to say a word or twe on it. 

Mr. DIXON. If the Senator gives way, I 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 6, 1859. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, who was entitled 
to the floor, resumed it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask my friend from 
Missouri to allow me an opportunity to submita 
motion to the House this morning before he pro- 
ceeds with his remarks. I will state to the gen- 
tleman the object I have in view, and I have no 
doubt he will concur with me. It being very evi- 

| dent that when the gentleman shall conclude his 
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remarks, a reply from the other side will be ex- 
—_ and remembering that in the Thirty- | 


“ourth Congress one gentleman, under similar 
circumstances, occupied the floor for over two 
days, I desire to submit a resoluuon to adopt the 


hour rule until the organization of the House. I | 
ask the gentleman from Missouri to allow me to || 


present a resolution to that effect to the House. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
rield. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I give notice that I shall 
endeavor to get the floor when the gentleman has 


concluded his remarks, for the purpose of sub- || 


mitting the motion to the House; though I shall 
be perfectly willing, if the gentleman from Mis- 
souri occupies more than one hour, to allow the 


gentleman who answers him an equal length of | 


time. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 
Missouri allow me to offer a resolution? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the daily sessions of this House shall be | 


at twelve o’clock, m. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I was proceeding 
yesterday, as well as I could, to demonstrate the 


unfitness for the Speakership of certain gentlemen || 


upon the other side of the House; gentlemen who 
signed a paper recommending the circulation of 
the publication referred to in - resolution of 
yest rday. In order that I may do no gentleman 
Injustice, and that the country may understand 
precisely what position those gentlemen oceupy, 
and the responsibility they take upon themselves, 
and without meaning any personal disrespect, I 
send to the Clerk, and ask him to read, a paper 


signed by a number of members of Congress, | 


among whom are gentlemen nominated on the 
other side for Speaker of this House, recommend- 
ing this book for circulation. 
The Clerk read the paper, as follows: 
New Yoru, March 9, 1859. 


Dear Sin: If you have read and critically examined the |} 


work, you will probably agree with us that no course of 
argument so successfully controverting the practice of sla- 
very in the United States, and enforcing a precise and ade- 
quate view of its prostrating effects, material and moral, 


Crisis of the South: How to Meet it,” by Hinton Rowan 
Helper, of North Carolina. 

No other volume now before the public, as we conceive, 
is, in all respects, so well calculated to induce in the minds 
of its readers a decided and persistent repugnance to slavery 


| 
} 
has equaled that of the volume entitled “* The Impending 
| 
| 


shameless advances and hurtful influences of that perni- 
cious Institution. 

The extensive circulation of a copious compend of the 
work in question among the intelligent, liberty-loving vo- 
ters of the country, irrespective of party or locality, would, 
we believe, be productive of most beneficial results; and to 
this end we trust you will assist us in carrying out a plan 
we have devised for the gratuitous distribution of one hun- 
dred thousand copies of such a compend, which, if con- 
tracted for and published, will contain about two hundred 
pages, and be bound in pamphlet form. 

One hundred thousand copies of the contemplated com- 
pend, which, on about two hundred pages, would contain 
very nearly ail the matter now embraced in the regular 
volume, (which sells for one dollar per copy,) can be had 
well printed on good paper, for sixteen cents each—$16,006 
in the aggregaic. This amount we propose to raise in such 
sums as you and other good friends of a good cause feel 
disposed to subscribe. 

In all cases, when convenient, contributors to the cause 
will please make their subscriptions in the form of drafts, 
or certificates of deposit, payable to the order of the Hon. 
William H. Anthon, 16 Exchange Place, New York city, 
our treasurer and disburser, who will regularly, through 
the columns of the Tribune, acknowledge receipts of the 
same. 


and a willingness to coperate in the effort to restrain the 
| 
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Subscriptions may be sent to the Hon. William H. An- | 
thon, No. 16 Exchange Place, New York, directly, or | 


through cither of the undersigned committee : 
Charies W. Elliott, R. H. MeCurdy, 
Abram Wakeman, David Dudley Field, 
William Curtis Noyes, James Kelly, 
C. A. Peabody, Edgar Ketchum, 
Benjamin F. Manierre, James A. Briggs. 


sentatives of the National Congress, do cordially indorse 


the opinion and approve the enterprise set forth in the | 


I prefer not to | 


Will the gentleman from | 


I will hear the || 


| foregoing circular: 


Schuyler Colfax, 
Anson Burlingame, 
Owen Lovejoy, 
Amos P. Granger, 
Edwin B. Morgan, 
Galusha A. Grow, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
Edward Wade, 
Calvin C. Chaffee, 
William H. Kelsey, 
Wm. A. Howard, 
Henry Waldron, 
John Sherman, 
Geo. W. Palmer, 
Daniel W. Gooch, 
Henry L. Dawes, 
Justin 8. Morrill, 

I, Washburn, jr., 

J. A. Bingham, 
Wn. Kellogg, 

E. B. Washburne, 
Benjamin Stanton, 
Edward Dodd, 
Cydnor B. Tompkins, 
John Covode, 

Cad. C. Washburn, 
Sam’] G. Andrews, 
Abraham B. Olin, 
Sidney Dean, 
Nathaniel B. Durfee, 
Emory B. Pottle, 
DeWitt C. Leach, 
John F. Potter, 


J F. Farnsworth, 
Cc. L. Knapp, 
R. E. Fenton, 
Philemon Bliss, 
Mason W. Tappan, 
Charles Case, 
T’. Dayis, (lowa,) 
James Pike, 
Homer E. Royce, 
tsaiah D. Clawson, 
A. 8. Murray, 
Robert B. Hall, 
Valentine B. Horton, 
Freeman H. Morse, 
David Kilgore, 
William Stewart, 
Samuel R. Curtis, 
John M. Wood, 
John M. Parker, 
Stephen C. Foster, 
Charles J. Gilman, 
Charles B. Hoard, 
John Thompson, 
J. W. Sherman, 
Wm. D. Brayton, 
James Buflinton, 
0. B. Matteson, 
Richard Mott, 
Geo. R. Robbins, 
izekiel P. Walton, 
James Wilson, 
8. A. Purviance, 
Francis E. Spinner, 














Every person who subscribes ten dollars, or more, will, 
if timely application be made, be entitled to as many eopies 
of the compend for distribution as he may desire, not ex- 
ceeding the number that the amount of his subscription 
would pay for at net cost. 

Subscribers’ names, with the sums severally subscribed 
by them, in all cases where the amount is ten dollars or 
more, will appear, alphabetically arranged, in the latter 
part of the compend. 

Correspondence or personal interviews in relation to 
this enterprise may be had with any one of the undersigned, 
who will be pleased to receive subscriptions in aid of its 


speedy consummation. 
An early response from you is res fully solicited. 


York. 8. E. Sewall; Boston, Massachusetts. Wiliam 
Gunnison, Baltimore. S. Padleford, Providence. L. Cle- 
phane, Washington. W. B. Thomas, Philadelphia. Cas- 
sius M. Clay, Whitehall. W. McCauley, Wilmington. F. 
P. Biair, jr., St. Louis. 

The undersigned having been appointed a committee in 
New York, to aid in the circulation of Mr. Helper’s book, 
on the plan proposed above, beg leave to recommend the 
object to the public, and ask their co ‘peration. 


eee 


William H. Anthon, Treasurer, 16 Exchange Place, New 
| 


T. Davis, (Maseachusetts,) Silas M. Burreughs. 


Mr. Helper is a native of North Carolina, who, as the | 


result of careful observation and extensive inquiry, has 
reached the very obvious and just eonclusion that human 
slavery is the great primary curse and peril of the South, 
impeding its progress in morals, intelligence, industry, and 
wealth. This conclusion, with the facts on which it is 
founded, is embodied in his book entitled ‘‘ The Impending 
Crisis of the South,’? a work everywhere received and 


| hailed, by the advocates of free labor, as one of the most 


impregnable demonstrations of the justice of their cause 
and the vital importance of its triumph to our national and 
general well-being. Were every citizen in possession of 
the facts embodied in this book, we feel confident that 
slavery would soon peacefully pass away, while a Repub- 
lican triumph in 1860 would be morally certain. 

it is believed that this testimony of a southern man, born 
and reared under the influence of slavery, will be more gen- 
erally listened to and profoundly heeded, whether in the 
slave or in the free States, than an equally able and con- 
clusive work written by a northern man. And it is very 


| desirable, therefore, that a cheap compend of its contents, 


fitted for gratuitous circulation, be now maé* and gener- 
ally diffused in those States—Pennsylvani:., New Jersey, 
indiana, and IMinols—which are to decide the next presi- 
dential contest. 

Horace Greeley, 

Jas. Kelley, Chairman of 

State Central Com., 

B. 8. Hedrick, 

John A. Kennedy, 

John Jay, 

Thurlow Weed, 

Marcus Spring, 

lim of the Revolution.—And now to the point. In our 
opinion—an opinion which has been formed from data 
obtained by assiduous researches and comparisons, from 
laborious investigation, logical reasoning, and earnest re- 
flection—the causes which have impeded the progress and 
prosperity of the South, which have dwindled our com- 
merce, and other similar pursuits, into the most contempt- 
ible insignificance ; sunk a large majority of our peeple in 
galling poverty and ignorance, rendered a small minority 
eoneeited and tyrannical, and driven the rest away from 
their homes; entailed upon us a humiliating dependence 
on the free States; disgraced us in the recesses of our own 
souls, and brought us under reproach in the eyes of all civ- 
ilized and enlightened nations, may all be traced to one 
common source, and there find solution in the most hateful 
and horrible word that was ever incorporated into the vocab- 
ulary of human economy—siavery. 

The ae masses in the South.—It is expected that 
the stupid and sequacious masses—the white victims of 
slavery--will believe, and, as a general thing, they do be- 
lieve, whatever the slaveholders tell them; and thus it is 
that they are cajoled into the notion that they are the freest, 
happiest, and most intelligent people in the world; and are 
taught to look with prejudice and disapprobation upon every 
new principle or progressive movement. Thus it is that 
the South, weefully inert and inventionless, has lagged be- 
hind the North 
ignorance and degradation. , 

Results of “ The sum of all Villanies.”-—While in Vir- 
ginia, very recently, an elderly slavcholder, whose religious 
walk and conversation had recommended and promoted 
him to an eldership in the Presbyterian church, and who 
supports himself and family by raising negroes and tobacco, 
told us that, for the last eight or ten years, aside from the 
increase of his human ehattels, he felt quite confident he 


J. C. Underwood, 
Abram Wakeman, 
Wm. Henry Anthon, 
Wh. C. Bryant, 

E. Delafield Smith, 
R. H. McCurdy, 

W. Curtis Noyes. 


had not cleared as much even as one per cent. per annum 
The real and personal | 
aged Christian consists chiefly in a large 


on the amount of his investment. 
property of this 
tract of land and about thirty negroes, most ef wiiom, ac 





and is now weltering in the cesspool of 
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cording to his own confession 


profitable » are more expensive than 


The proceeds arising from the sale of the 


|| tobacco they produce are all absorbed in the purchase of 


meat and bread for home consumption, and when the crop 


|| is stunted by drought, frost, or otherwise cut short, one of 
| the negroes must be sold to raise funds for the support of" 


the others. Such are the agricultural achievements of slave 


: ;| labor; such are the results of “the sum of all villanies.”? 
We, the undersigned, meinbers of the House of Repre- | 


The diabolical institution subsists on its own flesh. At 


| one time children are sold to procure food for the parents ; 
| at another, parents are sold to procure food for the children. 


Within its pestilential atmosphere nothing succeeds ; prog- 


| ress and prosperity are unknown; inanition and slothfui- 


ness ensue ; everything becomes dull, dismal, and unprofit- 
able; wretchedness and desolation stand or lie in bold 
relief throughout the land; an aspect of most melancholy 
inactivity and dilapidation broods over every city and town ; 
ignorance and prejudice sit enthroned over the minds of 
the people ; usurping despots wield the scepter of power; 
every where, and in everything, between Delaware Bay and 
the Gulf of Mexico, are the multitudinous evils of slavery 
apparent. 

** Revolutionary Appeal to Southern Non-Slaveholders.— 


| ‘To undeceive the people of the South, to bring them to a 


knowledge of the inferior and disreputable position which 
they occupy as a component part of the Union, and to give 


| prominence and popularity to those plans which, if adopted, 


will elevate us to an equality, socially, morally, intellect- 
ually, industrially, politically, and financially, with the most 
flourishing and refined nation in the world, and, if possible, 
to place us in the van of even that, is the object of this 
work. Slaveholders, either from ignorance or from a willful 
disposition to propagate error, contend that the South has 
nothing to be ashamed of, that slavery has proved a bless- 
ing to her, and that her superiority over the North, in an 
agricultural point of view, makes amends for all her short- 
comings in other respects. On the other hand, we contend 
that many years of continual blushing and severe penance 
would not suffice to cancel or annul the shame and disgrace 
that justly attach to the South in consequence of slavery 
—the direst evil that e’er befel the land—that the South 
bears nothing like even a respectable approximation to the 
North in navigation, commerce, or manufactures, and that, 
contrary to the opinion entertained by ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of her people, she is far behind the free States in 
the only thing of which she has ever dared to boast—agri- 
culture.’’ * * * * * * 7 * 

‘*It is possible that the rickety monster may make a 
better show on the new track; butif it makes a more ridi- 
culous display we shall not be surprised. A careful exam- 
ination of its precedents has taught us the folly of expecting 
anything good to issue from it in any manner whatever. It 
has no disposition to emulate the magnanimity ef its betters, 
and as for a laudable ambition to excel, that is a charac- 
teristic altogether foreign to its nature. Langour and in- 
ertia are the insalutary viands upon which it delights to 
satiate its morbid appetite ; and, ‘from bad to worst,’ is the 
ill-omened motto under which, in all its feeble efforts and 
achievements, it ekes out a most miserable and deleterious 
existence.” 

‘* Northern Products in Southern Marts.—The person 
whose curiosity prompts him to take an account of the im- 
mense piles of Northern lumber now lying on the wharves 
and houseless lots in Baltimore, Richmond, and other slave- 
holding cities, will not, we imagine, form a very flattering 
opinion of the products of southern forests. Let it be re- 
membered that nearly all the clippers, steamers, and small 
craft are built at the North; that large cargoes of Eastern 
lumber are exported to foreign countries; that nine tenths 
of the wooden ware used in the southern States is manu- 
factured in New England ; that, in outrageous disregard of 
the natural rights and claims of Southern mechanics, the 
markets of the South are forever filled with Northern fur 
niture, vehicles, ax-helves, walking-canes, yard-sticks, 
clothes-pins, and pen-holders ; that the extraordinary num- 
ber of factories, steam engines, forges, and machine shops 


in the free States require an extraordinary quantity, or cord 
wood; that a large majority of the magnificent s and 
other structures, both private and public, in timber 


in its various forms is extensively used, are to be found in 
the free States—we say, let all these things be remembered, 
and the truth will at once flash across the mind that the for- 
ests in the North are a source of far greater income than 
those of the South. The difference is simply this: at the 
North everything is turned to advantage. hen a tree is 
cut down, the main body is sold or used for lumber, railing, 
or paling, the stump for matches or shoepegs, the knees for 
ship building, and the branches for fuel. Kt the South ev- 
—_— either neglected or mismanaged. 

The North must seize the Riches of the South.—Nature 
has been kind to us in all things. ‘The strata and substrata 
of the South are profusely enriched with gold and silver 
and precious stones, and from the natural orifices and aque 
ducts in Virginia and North Carolina, flow the purest 
healing waters in the world. But of what avail is all this 
latent wealth? Of what avail will it ever be, so long as 
slavery is permitted to play the dog in the manger? T'o 
these queries there can be but one reply. Slavery must be 
throttled; the South, so great and so glorious by nature, 
must be reclaimed from her infamy onl degradation ; our 
cities, fields, and forests, must be kept intact from the un- 
sparing monster; the various and ample resources of our 
vast domain, subterraneous as well as superficial, must be 
developed, and made‘to contribute to our pleasures and to 
the necessities of the world. 

Revolution must Free the Slaves.—The great revolutionary 
movement which was set on foot in Charlotte, Meckien- 
burg county, North Carolina, on the 20th day of May, 1775, 
has not yet been terminated, nor will it be, until every 
slave in the United States is freed from the tyranny of his 
master. Every victim of the vile institution, whether 
white or black, must be reinvested with the sacred rights 
and ——— of which he has been deprived by an inhu- 
man oligarchy. What our noble sires of the Revolution left 
unfinished, it is our duty to complete. >. Bie, 

To this tion the North has adbered with the strictest 
fidelity. How has it been with the South? Has she imi- 


tated the praiseworthy example of our illustrious ances- 
She has treated it with the utmost contempt; 


tors? No. 





